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“Education is the most powerful weapon which
you can use to change the world.”
– Nelson Mandela
This quote holds true for me, and it is especially applicable in
these periods when the educational system is on a roller
coaster.
Since education is the most important determinant of a
country's development, it is the responsibility of every citizen to
establish a strong educational foundation. Over the last few years, the country has seen a
significant shift in technology adoption, which is a positive indication of the country's
progress in the education sector.
In this edition of Education India, the cover story published is one of the most talked about
segment of the education sector right now i.e. The Education Budget. We have discussed
in-depth the education budget allocated this year. We have also done a thorough
comparison of the Education Budget of the Developed Countries around the World and in
India.
In this Edition, you will also see a special coverage, Experiential Learning through travel.
We have covered that why travelling in important during school years and what students
learn from that. We have also mentioned some of the top organizations who are doing
great work in this segment.
This Issue also covers the thoughts and opinions of the top educationists, who have great
expertise in the education sector as well as have explored, initiated and tried implementing
their ideas to transform the way of learning.
Another section of the Issue also covers all latest updates and technological developments
from different parts of the world, which helps our readers to remain abreast about all key
developments in India and globally.
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Educationists: Let’s Catch Them Early!
Why Assessments Is the Key to Early Childhood Development
It is a universally known fact standing the test of time- ‘earlier the better’. The whole
humankind can vouch for instances in their life where they must have understood the
value of time first-hand. They could have either experienced moments they seized and
won or about missed opportunities.
The human life cycle is one of the most crucial examples that stand testament to the whole
concept of time. The human development with respect to age, social maturity, thought
formation and even physical growth has time and again emphasized the importance of
mental sculpting during early childhood and how the child’s innate temperament and
chromosomal pattern interacts with environmental factors to further shape themselves.
That is why, most psychological theories talk about the importance of cognitive
development and social learning process from infancy to toddlerhood and throughout
childhood. Even various personality theories like psychodynamics and gestalt often
discuss the significance that early stages of human development have on adult life
decisions. Thus, assessments not only sound like a suggestion but more importantly- are
actually the need of the hour for pre-schoolers.

Mr. Manish Naidu
CEO & Co-Founder

Most of the schools and preschools have recommended and incorporated an assessment
based pedagogy and even improvised on the curriculum based on the results of various observations and test results. However,
this revolution is not as widespread as it should be. There are several misconceptions fuelled by ignorance that needs to be cleared
so that everyone can benefit towards ensuring a child’s and cumulatively the nation’s success:
MYTH: There is no need to start early when there is so much time
TRUTH: Prevention has always been better than cure- there is no debate to that. A head start is always very much defining and it
is unfair to not use assessments for the child to provide them with opportunities that can secure their success early on.
MYTH: There are no assessments/ tests available for pre-schoolers
TRUTH: There are in fact various psychometric tests that are customised not only customised and standardised to the younger
population- but is also fair to their educational backgrounds. In fact, the U.S. Patented DMIT is genetic test which is completely
unbiased as it directly taps into the genetic potential.
MYTH: Subjecting the child to a psychological assessment biases the parents/ teachers
TRUTH: On the contrary, it actually arms them NOT pressurise or experiment with the child. Life can be a series of exploration,
trials and errors- but this needs to be taken care of by the children themselves and not the people guiding them!
MYTH: A pre-schooler’s future gets limited by a test
TRUTH: Understanding the child’s personality and learning styles actually empower the student to grow and live to the fullest
potential. A DMIT or a Psychometric profile of the child helps the guardians to provide a suitable environment (including the right
education board). Thus, the pre-schooler is in a position to successfully cultivate their talents and move through any challenges
on the way.
MYTH: Challenges are going to come later in life and that is when one should deal with it
TRUTH: For a child, everything is new and thus, a challenge. It is their understanding of these experiences that shape their future
decisions as well. And knowing that 90% of brain development is done by the age of 5 yrs.- the importance of early assessments
cannot be understated.
MYTH: A child can learn in any way and thus can be taught in any way
TRUTH: Every child learns better when taught using their dominant learning style (there are five of them!) and knowing that the
sensory, linguistic, emotional and cognitive development happens rapidly during the early ages- assessments provide an absolute
way of knowing it. In fact, the whole system of DMIT and Psychometric Tests for Pre-schoolers as well their parents and teachers
is so well established that BRAINWONDERS- the leading and largest counselling centre in India has over 10,000 schools vouching
for the importance of BRAINWONDERS assessments during the childhood stage and have incorporated the same for their students.
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Educationists: Let’s Catch Them Early!
There are two types of assessments:
1. U.S. Patented DMIT: This is a biometric test which understand the child’s innate traits using the genetic fingerprint
patterns and analyses:
Personality: Understand how the child thinks and acts to guide them right
Learning Style: Teach the child in a way that is aligning with child’s method of grasping.
Brain Dominance: Know the creative versus the analytical mind
Multiple Intelligence Profile: Explore the strengths and develop on areas that needs strengthening
Parenting Recommendations: The parents, guardians and caretakers are counselled by a psychologist regarding certain
interventions for a healthier child development.
2. Psychometric Tests: The well-rounded design ensures that three facets- Aptitude, Interest and Personality are assessed
for the complete and efficient analysis.
●

Aptitude Series: The test measures the ability and learning proficiency across the 6 domains of Abstraction,
Arithmetic, Language, Mechanical Reasoning, Spatial Ability and Speed and Accuracy to understand the areas of
strengths and concerns of the student.

●

Interest Inventory: The test is based on Holland's occupational interest theory and explores the fields that
students will enjoy as a professional.

●

Personality Test: The qualities and characteristics of an individual are discussed to improve self-awareness and
work on constructively groom their thought process and behaviour in varying environments.

Founded and headed by Mr Manish Naidu since 2011, BRAINWONDERS has been the recipient of several awards including Best
Student Counselling (Indian National Award, 2012), Best Student Counselling (4th Indian School Merit Awards, 2016), Outstanding
Contribution to Educational Counselling (Maharashtra Merit Awards, 2017), Best Student Counselling (5th Indian School Merit
Awards, 2017) and Best in Educational Guidance (North School Merit Awards, 2018) for their contribution towards educational
counselling. A lot of reputed schools and colleges and other organizations appreciatively recommend bot DMIT and Psychometric
Assessment by BRAINWONDERS- a confluence of both ‘nature’ and ‘nurture’ development of the student.
Realising that online psychometric testing is the need of the hour, BRAINWONDERS has stepped up to cater to this void. Mr.
Manish Naidu, the founder of BRAINWONDERS, started BRAINWONDERS in 2011 and has years of expertise in counselling and
assessments. In these years, Mr Manish Naidu and his team across 108+ centres has worked diligently and affiliated with 10,000+
schools Pan India to create awareness of career assessments. Now, as the need and accessibility and affordability of the internet
has increased, Mr. Manish Naidu decided to venture into the online market and use online assessments.
The BRAINWONDERS assessment series for younger age groups has been researched, designed & constructed to address this need
and supports students, parents, teachers, principals and management to enable the students to accurately identify and to make
the best of their skills.
“In the Game of Life- there are no guarantees.”
Thus, the BRAINWONDERS team aimed to identify the growing need for a comprehensive assessment framework for students of
younger age groups. “Keeping in mind the child’s overall development, we have constructed a series of time-tested assessments”
says Mr. Manish Naidu. BRAINWONDERS is the only organization in India that provides U.S patented DMIT test and possesses the
most comprehensive psychometric assessment framework. They provide well-rounded services for quantitative and qualitative
enhancement of the individual.
BRAINWONDERS online Psychometric Testing, Genetic Intelligence Testing and Counselling Interventions is finding more and more
leverage from all over the country. After all, every parent and the teachers want the best for their child and wants their child to
excel in the career path that they choose. Leaders can be born from all walks of life. Thus taking assessments and tests can help
the children at an early age understand their potentials, inner ability, aptitude and intersect. With the help of assessments for preschoolers and proper guidance from the teachers and parents, the child will surely fly high in any path that they choose to their
destination- and early assessments will ensure that this path is well lit!
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Education Briefs - National
Bengaluru-based EdTech Unicorn Unacademy closes $50 Million Secondary Transaction round
Founded in 2015, an Indian online edtech
startup Unacademy based in Bengaluru
recently made an announcement of the
closing of extra funds in a secondary
transaction funding round in which some of
the existing backers are Tiger Global, General
Atlantic, Dragoneer Investment Group, and
Steadview Capital and have raised their
holdings in the startup. As part of the funding
round, the backers have got extra shares
worth $50 Mn. Unacademy earlier raised

capitals in November 2020 in a venture round.
Before the new fundraised amount, the fiveyear-old edtech startup had closed $348.5 Mn
from nine financing rounds, with the earlier
round, which brings the valuation of the

startup over $1 Bn. Edtech unicorn
Unacademy claims to be leading 1,50,000 live
lessons every month on its platform, along
with more than 48,000 instructors training in
14 different Indian languages.

Mumbai-based Online Learning Platform Purpletutor closed $300K funding in a Seed Round:

Founded in 2019, provider of online & live
sessions to children between the age group
of 6-16 years on computational thinking,
PurpleTutor recently announced that it has

raised about $300,000
in a seed funding round.
The funding round was
led by IvyCap Ventures,
some other backers
include Krishna Kumar,
Founder and CEO of
Simplilearn, have also participated in the
latest funding round. “We really aspired to
create an excellent product from the start
and ensured our product, curriculum, and

teacher quality was up there. Our NetPromotor-Score of 74 is a testament to that
point. We’re focused on making technology
to assure that our teaching quality is excellent
and gives a great experience for children. Our
new fundraising will go towards development
and building technology,” said Gaurav Perti,
Founder and CEO, PurpleTutor. With the
latest fundraised amount, the edtech startup
intends to increase its footprint, technology,
and consumer base.

Karnataka Education Minister: New Academic Session to Commence from July
Recently, S Suresh Kumar, Karnataka primary
and secondary education minister confirmed
that the fresh academic year in schools would
start in July and the current session will be
extended till May 2021. The classes for the
new academic session is expected to start
only in July in Karnataka. The Education
Minister has shared his views and said that
the state government had already declared
that SSLC Examinations for grade 10 students
which will be conducted in May 2021. Hence,
till then, the academic year will remain. He

also stated that with pandemic
imposing school closings for
around nine months, it is essential
for the students to get some
learning and preparation before
the examinations are conducted.
Accordingly,
the
present
academic session has been
increased and will go on until May
2021. The schools for grades 10 and 12 were
already reopened on January 1, 2021.
Though, grades 6 to 9 students from rural

regions would continue their learning using
the Vidyagama program.

Gurugram-based Edtech startup Udayy bags $2.5M in a seed funding round
Udayy, a Gurugram-based edtech
startup that instructs Mathematics
and English to kids between the age
group of 6-11 years, recently
announced that it has raised $2.5
Million in a seed funding round. The
funding round was led by Alpha
Wave Incubation, operated by
InfoEdge Ventures, and Falcon Edge
Capital. Kunal Shah, Better Capital, and other
backers have also participated in the funding
round. Currently, the startup also started a
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free app giving daily worksheets for kids.
"Primary classes are developmental years of

education for kids. An outmoded
education system is disappointing Indian
parents and kids. Udayy is making
learning fun and involving for kids by
making ‘learning by doing’ methodology
through role-plays, games, and activities
to our classrooms”, said Udayy Cofounder and CEO Saumya Yadav. The
edtech startup will utilize the fundraised
amount for its following phase of extension,
which will cover hiring, product suite
expansion and curriculum development.
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Education Briefs - National
Delhi-based Edtech Startup Mindler raised $1 Million in pre-Series A funding round
Founded in 2015, a career guidance platform
for students and instructors, Mindler recently
announced that it has raised a $1 million
funding in a pre-Series A funding round. The
latest funding round was led by Inflection
Point Ventures. Mindler is a tech-enabled
ecosystem for career plans and growth for
learners and intends to allow all stakeholders
in the student's future plan decision-making
way. While the pandemic, the company also
started a new initiative called the Mindler
Scholarship Hunt to build an opening for Class
XII learners from above 1,000 schools from

India and the Middle East and aims to give
scholarships worth Rs 25 crores to leading
Indian universities. “We are very delighted to
have the backing from IP Ventures and their
network of C-Suite leaders from over the
globe. Apart from IP Ventures, we are also in
last stage discussions with a few HNIs for this
round. Despite all its difficulties, 2020 has
been
a
remarkable
year for us.
It has been a
milestone

year for us especially in terms of
collaborations and we are all equipped
towards raising the same in the next following
year", said Prateek Bhargava, Founder of
Mindler. The edtech startup would use the
latest fundraised amount towards developing
its base of institutional collaborations and
support.

Education Minister: CBSE board examinations will be based on the decreased syllabus

As doubts of students and instructors over
CBSE grades 10, 12 Board examinations 2021

increases, Education Minister Ramesh
Pokhriyal ‘Nishank’ recently made
some important declarations. In a
webinar with students and teachers of
the Kendriya Vidyalaya over the nation,
the Education Minister addressed the
doubts of the students regarding
exams. keeping coronavirus outbreak
in mind the Education Minister
announced that the questions of the
examinations will be based on the decreased

syllabus according to the 2020 curriculum.
“The students will only have to study the
revised syllabus for their CBSE board exams.
The questions will only be asked from that
portion,” said Education Minister Ramesh
Pokhriyal. The Education Minister later stated
that the COVID-19 pandemic is the only
reason that why examinations are based on
the decreased syllabus. Online classes will
continue as a choice for students who are not
able to visit the school physically.

Mumbai-based Kids-Focussed Upskilling Platform BeyondSkool secured $2 Million in a Seed funding round
Founded in 2020, BeyonkSkool recently
announced that it has raised $2 million in a
seed funding round. The funding round was
led by Early-stage strategic investment
fund Tomorrow Capital. BeyondSkool
provides upskilling programs for children to
keep them updated with the latest world
careers. The startup also gives many
Primary Years Enrichment Programme to
unite cultural intelligence, intelligence
quotient, and emotional quotient. It covers
logical math problem solver, world

languages, leadership communication, and
STEM innovation. “We will leverage this
funds
infusion
to
strengthen
our
technological abilities, improve our product

offerings, and extend our business
operations
over
nationally
and
internationally,” said the startup’s
cofounder Gaba. The edtech startup
would use the latest fundraised amount
to increase its product offerings and
increase technology combination for
improved education. Moreover, it will
look to build high influence marketing
operations to bring more users, increase its
team size over verticals, and create a stateof-the-art live online education platform.

CBSE grade 10, 12 Board exam dates to be announced on February 2
Recently, Union Education
Minister Ramesh Pokhriyal
‘Nishank’ announced at a live
interaction with CBSE Sahodaya
schools
that
the
board
examinations dates for grade 10
and Class 12 will be declared by
the Central Board of Secondary
Education on February 2.
Previously on December 31, the
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Education Minister had declared that the
board examinations for grades 10 and 12
would commence on May 4 and last till June
10, and the practical exams will start from
March 1. The CBSE Board exams 2021 will be
conducted in an offline mode. To appear for
the examination students will need to visit the
allocated examination centres. The grade 10
and Class 12 date sheets will be published on
the official CBSE website i.e., cbse.gov.in.
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Education Briefs - National
Noida-based edtech startup Qin1 bags an undisclosed amount of funding in a Pre-Series A round
Qin1 is an
extracurricular
activity
platform that is
making
learning
and
improvement
solutions
for
kids from middle-class and rural histories in
the almost untapped tier-2 geographies all

over India and nearby nations. Edtech startup
Qin1 currently announced that it raised
undisclosed funding in Pre-Series A funding
round. “Even though the edtech change in
India is stimulating at a rapid speed, the mass
user is still almost untouched by the change
that it can give. We intend to transform that
by creating compelling solutions and
products to aid the growth of kids in tier-II,
semi-urban, and rural India. This funding

round is a choice of belief and motivates us to
keep building the bar ever more powerful by
creating more relevant solutions,” said Ishan
Gupta, Co-founder, Qin1. With the latest
fundraised amount, the edtech startup
intends to tap into the $50 billion-market
including middle-class and rural users by
increasing its appearance to major cities all
over India, as well as in other growing nations
in Southeast Asia and Africa.

CBSE Board Exam 2021: Government’s New Rules Give Major Relief to Class 10 Students
During an interaction with the CBSE board,
Union Minister of Education Ramesh
Pokhriyal Nishank has concluded that if a
student fails in any of the three elective
subjects like Social Science, Science, and
Mathematics so, the failed subject will be
substituted by the “Skill Subject”. “The
progress card will not only highlight the
merit-based achievement of students but
also give feedback about cognitive practical,
social, and emotional skills earned by
students. The board will mainly concentrate

on
potential
raising
and
standardized model with a global
benchmark,” said Union Minister of
Education
Ramesh
Pokhriyal
Nishank. COVID-19 pandemic has
hit almost all sectors, but the
education sector has been the most
critical hit. The schools and colleges
all other educational institutions
were closed for months leaving students in a
state of dilemma. But the current decision by
the Central Board of Secondary Education,

appears as a support to not just students, but
also teachers and parents alike.

Mumbai-based online tutor platform upGrad bags USD45 Million Funding from International Finance Corporation

Founded in 2015, upGrad is one of the best
players in edtech, giving certificates, degrees

in data, management, technology,
and diplomas, law, and other
subjects, recently announced that it
will raise around USD45 Millions of
funding from the International
Finance Corporation. It is India's one
of the largest online higher education
platforms on the basis of total
revenue made in 2018-19. Currently,
the platform covers more than
21,000 paid students and has also helped
more than 370,000 people worldwide in five

years. According to the officials, IFC said that
it will make an equity financing of USD45
million in the organization. Last financial, the
edtech platform made INR 230 crore and
further intends to achieve this with a yearly
revenue run rate of INR 1200 crores. With the
latest fundraised amount, the online
education platform upGrad will extend its
services.

Delhi-based Coding Platform PrepBytes bags undisclosed amount of funding in a Seed Round
Founded
in
2020,
concentrated on
low code/nocode
devices
and
applies
Artificial
Intelligence to make learning simple, natural,
and personalized. Edtech startup DcodeAI,
recently announced that it secured $500,000
from educational publishing house Sultan
Chand and Sons. DcodeAI currently initiated
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its DIY learning platform also to introduce
Computer Vision, data science, and Natural
Language Processing for kids between the age
group of 12 and 18 years. “In 2020, we have
seen various disruptions in the education

system in the nation, as well as
the overall learning and
development process of the kids.
The Prime Minister of India has
given a clear clarion call for the
necessity to democratize AI over
all sectors," said Kartik Sharma,
CEO and Co-founder, DcodeAI. With the latest
fundraised amount DcodeAI intends to
democratize Artificial Intelligence education
in India as well as globally such as UK, USA,
UAE and Africa.
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Education Briefs - National
Delhi-based EdTech startup Little Leap raises undisclosed amount of funding in a Seed round

Newly launched edtech startup Little Leap
recently announced that it has raised an
undisclosed amount of funding in its seed

funding round. The funding round was led
by ah! Ventures which is a Mumbai-based
investment manager and platform. The
edtech startup runs a mobile application
that gives age-appropriate personalized
content to assist kids to learn life skills, soft
skills, and leadership skills and the platform
also gives byte-sized content in gamified
group courses “We consider non-academic
abilities are equally essential for forming

children’s personalities, which shall assist
them to evolve into prosperous individuals
and better human beings,” said Amit Kumar,
partner, ah! Ventures. The startup Little Leap
will utilize the fresh fundraised amount for
hiring more specialists, including child
specialists and the startup also intends to
raise an additional funding within 4-6
months.

Bengaluru-based Edtech startup Newton School bags $5 Million in Series A funding round
Founded in 2019, recently announced that it
has raised $5 Million in a Series A funding
round. The funding round was led by RTP
Global. Newton School is an edtech platform
that allows people to be extremely skilled
software developers and get into a tech
career in topmost firms and startups.
Prophetic Ventures, Unacademy co-founders
Gaurav Munjal, and Nexus Venture Partners
are some of the existing backers who have
participated in the funding round. “On one
side you have a million+ college graduates
every year with low single-digit employability

rate, and on the other side, there are
1000s of firms fighting to find
expertise. We intend to join this
huge gap through Newton School’s
personalized learning platform. We
are creating an online academy and
working on the deep difficulty of
employability of graduates,” said
Nishant
Chandra,
Co-founder,
Newton School. According to the officials, the
edtech startup would use the fresh
fundraised amount for team expansion,

scaling up student input and product
advancement.

Nursery Admissions in Delhi to commence from February 18
After a long time, Nursery Admissions in Delhi
for the academic session 2021-22 will
commence from February 18, 2021. Schools
will start admissions for students of Nursery,
KG and Class 1 from the next week. The Delhi
Directorate of Education has directed all the
private schools in Delhi to provide details of
nursery admissions before February 15. The
first list will be issued by March 20 and the
admission process will conclude on March 31.
"Nursery admission plan declared by the

Delhi government. Best wishes for all the
parents and kids," said the Education

Minister of Delhi, Manish Sisodia while
declaring the Nursery admission schedule.
Normally,
nursery
registration
in
approximately 1,700 schools in the national
capital starts in the past week of November.
The DoE issued guidelines and schools are
directed to provide the essential information,
following which the application process is
rolled out in December.

Bengaluru-based Edtech startup Codingal raises an undisclosed amount of funding

Founded in 2020, the Codingal platform
encourages community-building exercises
within school children with pleasant coding
contests and hackathons that support kids to
discover and showcase their designs from the
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get-go. It has recently
announced that it has
raised an undisclosed
amount of funding
from Y Combinator.
“Our purpose is to
encourage school children to fall in love with
coding, and we are making Codingal
accomplish this purpose by giving highquality computer science education united
with world-class coding contests. Codingal’s

selection by Y Combinator is, hence, an
interesting expansion for us and we count
upon their assistance in making Codingal a
global online school in the K-12 segment,"
said Vivek Prakash, Co-founder and CEO at
Codingal. According to the officials, Codingal
would use the funds to improve teachers’
base, integrated product and curriculum to
achieve its aim of making one million-strong
association of school students inspired to
learn to code.
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Education Briefs - National
Delhi-based on-demand education app Filo bags $260K in a Pre-seed funding round

Founded in 2020, instant tutor app Filo has
recently announced that it has raised $260k
in a pre-seed funding round. The funding

round was led by Better Capital. According to
the company, within a period of just five
months after its launch, 35,000+ students
have finished 1.5 million minutes of lessons
on the Filo app, getting assistance for
significant questions from instructors within
minutes of feeling the requirement who talk
in their mother tongue. “True learning occurs
during self-study for most learners and if they
get puzzled with a thought or a query, it kills
time, interrupts the day's plan, forms a
backlog and starts to stress as the student

falls behind her class. In such a condition, all
that is required is a tiny high-quality
interference from a tutor who can be
contacted on-demand to explain the theory
and the student is back on route. This
difficulty hits 200 million+ students every
year,” said Imbesat Ahmad, Co-founder and
CEO of Filo. With the latest fundraised
amount, Filo intends to expand its service to
millions of learners and significantly increase
its tutor base.

Gurugram-based Doubtnut bags $25 Million in its Series B funding round
Founded in 2017, ed-tech Startup Doubtnut,
which runs an application to assist students
to learn and understand concepts from math
and science utilizing short videos, and utilizes
AI and ML technologies for image
identification, proprietary machine learning
algorithms and natural language processing
to give video-based solutions in reply to
students’ doubts. Doubtnut has recently
announced that it has raised $25 Million
which is around Rs. 183.3 crores in a Series B

funding round. The
funding round was
led by Sequoia
Capital, SIG Global,
WaterBridge
Ventures regulatory filings show, and ON
Mauritius. Doubtnut enables students to
send screenshots of their difficulties and
allows free video solutions in fast time. This
four-year-old startup’s focus is the K-12
segment and also competitive examination

seekers like NEET and JEE. The latest
fundraised amount brings the total
investment in the Gurugram-based edtech
startup to $44 million to date.

Delhi-based Edtech Startup Eupheus Learning bags $4.1 Million in a Series B funding round

Established in 2017, with an object to assist
K-12 schools for providing 21st-century skills
to students. Its solutions for students vary

from focus curriculum subjects to
additional education and at-home
solutions. Eupheus learning recently
announced that it has raised $4.1 Million
in a Series B funding round. The funding
round was led by United Education
Company and AI Rayan Holding
Company. “Eupheus has built a powerful
appearance in the B2B EdTech space in
India and we see forward to growing our
geographical presence, strengthening our
commitment with schools, and taking more

innovative learning solutions to our
destination markets,” stated Sarvesh
Shrivastava, Founder at Eupheus Learning.
According to the officials, the company will
be utilizing the latest funds for international
development, particularly into Bangladesh,
Middle East, and Sri Lanka along with the
deeper entrance into the Indian market. The
company also intends to utilize the funds to
take edtech startups to further extend its
business in the following months.

Bengaluru-based edtech startup WizKlub bags Rs 6 Crore in pre-Series A funding round

According to the officials, from November
23, Universities and Degree Colleges in Uttar
Pradesh will reopen but only with 50%
presence of students on a roaster basis, and
the state government also announced the
guidelines for reopening of the universities
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and colleges. As per the guidelines, all
students have to wear the mask, use hand
sanitizer, and maintain social distancing, and
the universities and colleges have to prepare
for thermal scanning and hand wash for
students and staff to stop the spread of the
COVID-19. In another development, recently,
Karnataka Health Minister Dr. K Sudhakar
stated that from December 1, Medical and
paramedical colleges affiliated to Rajiv

Gandhi University of Health Sciences
(ARGUHS) would restart normal offline
classes. “The Karnataka government has
decided to reopen all the medical, dental,
AYUSH, paramedical, nursing and pharmacy
colleges affiliated to RGUHS from December
1,” the Minister tweeted. The Higher
Education Department has also chosen to
restart degree colleges from November 17.
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Education Briefs - National
Delhi-based edtech startup Leverage Edu bags $6.5 million in a Series A funding round

Leverage Edu, founded in
2017, recently announced
that it has raised Rs 47 crore which is around
$6.5 million in a Series A funding round. The
funding round was led by Tomorrow Capital,

which has funded Rs 26.5 Crore to
the startup. Leverage Edu is the
platform that supports students'
match to the right higher education
opportunity, with a one-touch way to above
2500 personalized trainers and worldwide
universities. The edtech startup adds it has
helped over 3000 learners this season. “India
is one of the biggest global suppliers of
international learners, and yet the largest
names supporting students in their

admissions come from target nations like the
USA, Canada and Australia, who don't know
the different aspects and difficulties that
Indian students face. We understand the next
stellar brand in the global cross-border
education space must be a home-grown
one," said Rohini Prakash, CEO, Tomorrow
Capital. According to the officials, the latest
fundraised amount will be utilized to
stimulate the company’s vital extension into
newer markets.

Survey: E-education can decrease inequalities in educational outcomes
According to the Pre-Budget Economic
Survey, E-education and Online Education,
which has taken off a long way during the
coronavirus pandemic, can help in decreasing
inequalities in educational results, if it is wellutilized. Citing the Annual Status of Education
Report 2020 Wave-1, the research examined
that the percentage of registered kids from
Government and Private Schools having a
smartphone raised from 36.5 percent in 2018
to 61.8 percent in 2020 in Rural India. The
Economic Survey 2020-21 was recently

discussed by Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman. The Economic Survey 2020-21

also witnessed that India will have the
highest population of youths in the world
covering the following decade and that the
capacity to give high-quality educational
possibilities to them will define the future of
the nation. As per the Survey, India has
achieved a literacy level of around 96
percent at the Elementary School Level.
Extracting data from the National Sample
Survey, the literacy rate of persons of age 7
years and over at the All India level reached
77.7 percent.

CISCE: ICSE, ISC exams not in February-March, dates to be announced later
The Council for the Indian School Certificate
Examinations has recently declared, that the
Indian Certificate of Secondary Education and
Indian School Certificate final exams 2020-21
will not be conducted in February. It said in a
notice that due to the ongoing condition of
the COVID-19 pandemic and its effect on the
school's studies during the last year, the
exam dates will be delayed. It also stated that
five Indian states will be holding their
elections in the months of February and

March and no examinations will be held
during that time to bypass any conflict of

dates or inconvenience to the students. "The
starting of the academic year in schools
affiliated to the council shall be from the
middle of March and the first week of June
each year. Though the hills school may
commence the academic year from February,
2021 each year," reads the notice. According
to the exam council, the final dates for the
CISCE examination will be announced later at
a proper time.

Andhra Pradesh to implement the CBSE curriculum for grades 1 to 7 from next year:
Recently, the Chief Ministers of Andhra
Pradesh has announced to execute the CBSE
curriculum for grades 1 to 7 in all its schools
from the 2021-22 educational year. The
system will be progressively expanded yearwise from grades 8 to 10. By the year 2024,
all grades from 1 to 10 will be under CBSE.
The newest judgment was taken by Chief
Minister YS Jagan Mohan Reddy, to turn over
to the CBSE, which is viewed as a move on the
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mean to effectively do away
with the Telugu medium of
education. "This is only one of
the programs we reviewed at a
meeting with the Chief Minister
on Wednesday. We have to
consider the pros and cons
before going forward, so no conclusive
judgment has been taken in this respect. But
the CMO simply said in its statement that the

state government will
achieve CBSE system from
2021-22
educational
year," said the official.
Under CBSE, Telugu is
solely a subject taught
and the curriculum will be
in English or Hindi medium as well.
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What does the World’s First Values Lab look like?
“Somewhere, something incredible is waiting to be known” - Carl Sagan
If we have Computer Labs, Science Labs why not a Values Lab? And what if we had
Life Lessons in a Lab?
Imagine a world full of creativity & interactive elements that hold a meaning behind every
detail helping you find answers to the most personal questions of life.
The Saksham Values Lab is a scientific, custom designed, in-school space dedicated to
values inculcation & character building for students, parents & teachers.
This is the place where the Saksham Human Values Program, a 21st Century Social-Emotional Learning,
Values & Character Building Initiative is conducted. These classes are conducted in the Saksham Values Lab
(inside your school) or in your very own classrooms.
All our Labs Are Tech enabled with video conferencing and are connected to each other. This not only
connects children from different schools, but also facilitates experts from around the World to interact with
the children.

About Val-Ed Initiatives

Val-Ed Initiatives is an award winning, youth-led organization that designs & delivers21st Century transformational
values Education programs that build stronger & healthier character in children, parents & teachers. Val-Ed programs
have reached many schools across 17 states in India.

To schedule a visit to the nearest Values Lab around you or know how you can have one at your
school, Visit www.valedindia.com or Call 9731730636 or email info@valedindia.com
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Educator’s View
Dr. Gayatri. K. Sharma
Principal
A. P. International School, Thane
Introduction:
Dr. Gayatri. K. Sharma, is the proud Principal of A. P. International
School, Thane. A philanthropist and Chairman of the “Mother
Foundation Charitable Trust, Mumbai”, She is also the author of
various books for pre-primary school to junior college. As a
curriculum coordinator in the Diocese, she had the opportunity to
conduct research and develop best practice instructions with
dynamic teachers and administrators. With an expertise and interest
in elementary and higher education and as a research scholar in the
same field.
Career in Education:
Principal of an ICSE School from last 15 years. Has been in the Committee of the Maharashtra Education Department for inspection
to grant NOC to upcoming ICSE & CBSE, IGCSE and IB board schools. She has been a professor for Economics.
Major Initiatives towards Education:
I strongly believe in taking, ‘The First Step’. Willingness to do is what
results in successful achievements of any objective. A teacher has to
be ‘The Initiator’. An initiator to come up with new ideas, thoughts
and methods to give a practical approach to the teaching learning
process. A teacher according to me can only teach if she is open to
learning therefore teachers in our school are exposed to knowledge
beyond text through various workshops, meetings and seminars. We
strongly emphasize on using audio visual technology and research
based teaching for which students and teachers work together.
Education without a strong character and values is meaningless.
Reasons for choosing Teaching as a Career:
I was always inclined towards teaching profession. The very first reason were my teachers at school. I used to be in awe of the
teachers. The way they made my learning simpler and interesting. The second reason to accept teaching as my career is that I
liked change. No two days are same and no two individuals are same therefore it requires a constant effort on the part of a teacher
to change in order to meet the needs of the children every day and that is the fun of teaching learning process. And lastly every
time I go to class my children look at me with great anticipation that today it will be different and that is what keeps me going.
Current changes required for Education Sector:
We need to educate our children to simplify their lives as they grow and not complicate. For this it is very important to teach our
children skills depending on the need of the hour. We need to understand that knowledge goes beyond text. Do not limit the
child’s knowledge to textbooks only.
Importance of Digital Education in Schools:
With different technologies developing new possibilities may open up that we may not even be aware of yet. It is very important
for schools in India to be digitally advanced. And this should start at Pre – Primary level. There is no sector which is not affected
by technology therefore it should be made mandatory to include advanced technology as a core subject of the entire education
system. Every subject should be digitally taught and tested. This in fact would be a more practical approach to today’s
technologically advanced life.
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Educator’s View
Milestones of academic excellence and
extra-curricular performances have
enlarged and enriched all at A.P.I.S. We
also dedicate this coveted honor to all
our students, teachers and our other
staff members for displaying exceptional
hard work in the pursuit of excellence. I
can boldly say that we have excelled in
every initiative that we undertook and
we have stood together in facing the
challenges in realizing mission and vision
of our school. Our school's purpose is to
educate the students to take their
productive place as leaders in the global
community by offering our learners a
comprehensive education from Nursery
to Grade 10. Education is not an act of
acquiring knowledge but learning a skill
to lead life and forming one’s
personality. This is an ennobling process
of growth. Empowerment of students for
their all-round development through
education is our cherished motto. Today
education means much more than
merely acquiring knowledge. It is
acquisition of knowledge and skills,
building character and improving
employability of our young talent, the
future leadership. It is of paramount
importance to be equipped with
appropriate knowledge, habits, attitudes

Founder of A. P. International School
Shri Abid A. Patel was born in Kashimira
in 1917. He was a social worker, he
worked hard for the people of the
surrounding area. He was Sarpanch of
Kashimira Village for a span of thirty
years. Taking note of his Innovative
methods in agriculture the Government
of Maharashtra bestowed him with a
gold medal. He was engaged in
construction business too. According to
him, "Knowledge is not something to be
obtained from books, but to be gained
from various aspects of life". He believed
that nature was the best source for
learning. The long journey started by Shri
Abid A. Patel is today led by his son Shri
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and values leading to holistic
development. Co-curricular and extracurricular activities organized by our
school facilitates the process of creative
and critical thinking. They not only
inculcate social and moral values,
compassion for nature, pride for Indian
culture and tradition and awareness for
one’s rights and duties but also make
students good human beings and
confident leaders. Overall development
of the individual is the goal of education
and we all have to ensure that there is no

stone left unturned to equip the student
of today for the challenges of life. This
will require tremendous self-motivation
on the part of all concerned but will be
fulfilling for the student as well as the
faculty. To be successful in life, have
ambitions and define your goals clearly.
Discipline and hard work is the key to
success. Be regular and focus on your
goals. Your concerted efforts with the
able guidance of your teachers would
definitely provide you a blissful and
successful life.

Rafique A. Patel, spreading his
vision. A.P.I.S. aims to establish a
learning environment for holistic
development of the student by
providing them a student-centered
learning, where students will step
towards excellence and become
better leaders of tomorrow. The
missions is to develop young minds
with active and creative approach
for spiritual, moral, cultural, social,
intellectual
and
physical
development and to establish a
sense
of
compassion
and
understanding for others and the
courage to act on their beliefs.
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Educator’s View
Arwa Baldiwala
Head of School
Fazlani L’Academie Globale
Kindly enumerate on major factors about your professional journey that you
would like us to highlight in the article?
20 years in the field of education and that’s a strong commitment given to the
core community members of any academic institution – that to the students and
parents. Always played a leadership role - 360-degree experience in handling
academic and administrative requirements from pre - primary, primary, middle
school, secondary, high school and higher education. My vision in life was very
clear – it was always students and education.
 Post my ECCE from Sophia college I Started my own institution – Pre School – 2 years at Cuffe Parade – called
it “Miniminors”. Due to space constraint I had to give up this edupreneur project of mine. It only made me
reaslise that its education for me. The smile on the childrens faces and in turn the parents confirmed that my
career and my life goals are on the right track.
 Started my career with the Somani group as the school coordinator for Kangaroo Kids and Billabong for 7
years. – My Resume will give you more details on my Role.
 Moved on to Fazlani as Middle school and IGCSE coordinator. Soon progressed to being the CIE coordinator
CIE – Cambridge International Examination Coordinator) – 7 years
 16 years and then I realised that I need to understand what happens post grade 12 – wanted to understand
the transition and how do students develop the skills required to face the real world. Joined ISME – Dr Indu
Shahani – One of my best experiences. Got to understand the undergrad program – a combination of theory
and practical skills. Was the academic coordinator for UG. Was with them for 2 years
 The two years at ISME gave me a complete idea of what is required to be introduced at school level. Got
selected as Head of School at Fazlani. A school which gave me so much growth in my career that it was only
this institution that I wanted to come back to as HOS.
Give us brief details about your educational and professional background. Also, explain about your current role &
responsibilities at Fazlani LAcademie Globale and how are you leveraging the best of these elements across your
Academy operations?
 Started with Diploma in Early Childhood Care & Education (E.C.C.E.), Sophia College; Bachelors in
English, Masters in English, B.Ed, Cambridge International Diploma for Teachers and Trainers – CIDTT
and Masters in Education.
 Regular Professional Development keeps me abreast with the latest developments in the education
line.
1. IBDP – Cat 1 – Administration Workshop, Oberoi International School
2. CSR Workshop (Corporate Social Responsibility), Bombay Chambers of Commerce &
Industry;
3. CAS Workshop,
4. Certified Foundation Course in Learning Disabilities
5. Amity School Leadership Summit - Jaipur
 Rich experience across Teaching, General Administration, Overall Coordination, Planning Academic
Activities, Personnel Management Excursions and Events Management Flair for academic advising;
Adopted non–conventional teaching methods and new pedagogy for efficient classroom
management. Skilled in teaching English Literature – IGCSE and Cambridge A level English and
Business Communication.
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I consider myself to be a women of action, I strategize, structure put policies in place and implement
till it reaches the completion mode.
Introduce and advice new teaching techniques, observe teachers and guide them to effective class
sessions, plan events, look into teacher professional development and most important plan
experiences for students under mindfulness as they need to be future and soft skills ready.

What inspired you to establish Fazlani LAcademie Globale and how has been your journey so far? What are the
challenges that you encountered during establishment of the academy?
Fazlani is blessed with a great academic team of teachers, coordinators and academic directors. Most important are
the school trustees. They believe in our decisions and hence get a free hand as they know that we all work towards
moulding the young students into confident, empathetic youth of the future. We have the same vision and therefore
even the smallest of hurdles or challenges seem to get solved easily.
As we know, the barriers to progress for
women are many in our society. As a woman
leader, how crucial have your respective
experiences been in shaping your leadership
journeys?
I consider myself to be blessed. My family
support has been tremendous. I started working
early when my two children were young. Never
has been a moment whereby I was told to stop
working or studying or attending conferences or
symposiums even if that involved travelling.
Today, what I am is only because my family
believed in my potential and knew that nothing could stop me from growing or developing further. The fact that I
received – Iconic Leadership Award from the Hon’ble Governor of Maharashtra Shree Bhagat Singh Koshyari on 12
Sept 2020.
Being a dynamic leader and solid team player, how are you influencing and inspiring others in and around your
professional and personal stratum? Also how do you manage to maintain balance between your personal and
professional life?
I use my strengths - The 3 D’s of my life – Discipline, Dedication and Determination– I consider myself to be a great
listener and a problem solver. I believe in motivating people, helping resolve disagreement and work around
challenging situations using strategic thinking skills. Every problem comes with a solution. Be it professional or
personal, I offer solutions and balance out the situation seeing that no ones self-esteem or confidence gets damaged.
I am always flexible and have the ability to inspire and convince others.
Are you mentoring the next line of leaders in education sector? Also, are you also engaged in social work related to
education?
“Its is in giving that we receive’.
Social work is where my heart lies. I always believe that students must understand the joy of giving. This concept
should be instilled within school students from primary years. Some pof my projects which have been recognised not
only at school level but even by top companies as CSR initiatives. Played a pivotal role in spearheading CSR & IB - CAS
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initiatives and instilling within young minds of today the importance of giving back to the society. Strongly empathizing
and sensitizing the youth to participate in community and further self-development as whole.
Competently led the most successful Social Project Cell as Director – School Social Responsibility and executed
commendable projects mentioned below:
Project Chirag – Installation of solar lights in various villages of Maharashtra
ADAPT – NGO– Able Disable All People Together – A fun n fair for the physically handicapped
Trinayani – NGO – A dance therapy workshop for the deaf and dumb
Mumbai Mobile Crèche – NGO MMC – Computer literacy classes for the children of the construction workers
Mission Vision – NGO – Help Age India – A donation drive which rekindled light in the lives of 120 senior citizens
through cataract operation
ROTIBANK Foundation –A food rescue organization helps map hungry pockets of Mumbai and ensures to deliver
bulk excess cooked food to the needy and hungry individuals of Mumbai
Bajaj Electricals Ltd. – 6-month long CSR project on Anti-Tobacco Free Life
BhavishyaYaan – A Rotary Club of Mumbai initiative – Stem to Steam educational classes for students of BMC
Schools.
DIAGEO – 6-month long CSR project on Road to Safety and Cost-Effective Sanitary Napkins
Rotary Club of Mumbai – Bhavishya yaan – High school students of Fazlani L’Academi Globale planned a virtual
literary program for the underprivileged students of M n Joshi Municipal school.
With so much to do, how do you balance your personal and professional life? Have you always had your family at
your back during your journey so far and now?
Yes, as mentioned earlier without family support I would not have reached so far. And this is just the beginning. The
trick is to balance both personal and professional life. Once out of work hours I switch off. I have my own children who
need guidance and nurturing. My family works as one strong unit. We understand the importance of each ones time
and appreciate each ones achievements too. Dinner times are the best when we share, support and supervise each
ones past, present and future ambitions.
What keeps you motivated and inspired to keep going? How do you keep yourself updated with the latest happening
in the industry?
Have answered this in the earlier question – Professional Development, attending education related symposiums
and conferences. Infact the lock down period saw me finish reading all of my favourite author Stephen R. Covey’s
titles like – The Leader in me, The 7 Habits of Highly Effective People etc. I also enrolled for online programs/courses
with University of Michigan on – Leading Teams, Inspiring and Motivating people and Influencing People. Since I also
teach high school students the Cambridge A level English course, I was a part of the Marking workshop conducted by
Cambridge Assessment International Education (CAIE).
Tell us about the awards and recognitions you received in your journey till date.
1. The ICONIC LEADERSHIP AWARD by - Hon’ble Governor of Maharashtra Shree Bhagat Singh Koshyari on 12
Sept 2020.
2. Speaker – At Eldrok India K – 12 Summit - Digitisation
3. Speaker – at Regional summit of Principals – Maximising Educational Leadership Competencies – Organised
by Institue of Counsellor Training Research and Consultancy (ICTRC)
4. Speaker at Edulogues- School Transformation Journey powered by Apple India - Future of New Education
Model- Offline and Online - Learning Management and Device Management

Education India || March 2021

28

Education India || March 2021

29

Educator’s View
Mrs. Nikita Kothari
Principal
Arunodaya Public School, Thane
Introduction
Mrs Nikita Kothari, is the Principal of
Arunodaya Public School, Thane.
Mrs. Nikita Kothari an academician
with over more than 2 decades in
academia, having been involved at all
levels: High School, Middle School,
Higher Secondary and Teacher
Training both E.C.C.Ed and B.Ed. She
has received the many Award for
Innovative Teacher / Principals /
Leadership / Humanatarian / Dr. A P
J Abdul Kalam etc from the various
esteemed
institutions
having
She has been instrumental in setting
up schools, designing school
curricula and working with officials in
the Various Schools worked across, in
maintaining standards of effective
schooling bringing in Moral values,
culture in the students. She writes for
magazines and newspapers on all
matters related with educational.
She is very active in taking various
Parenting workshop, Counselling
seminars for Stress management in
students, dealing with peer pressure
etc. During the pandemic situation
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successfully completed
her
Master’s
in
Education and Masters
in Child Counselling and
Post Graduate Diploma
in Managment. She is
also a recipient of the
Best Head Mistress
Award awarded by our
Ex- Education Minister
Mr. Vinod Tawde.

she had been extensively influential
on Global platform sharing her ideas
on Human Values that can change
the world weekly Live Episodes with
ALLATRA UNITES Creative TV.
Moreover, she has been invited as
panellist at various National and
International level to share her views
and opinions on Pedagogy, Capacity
Building,
Covid
awareness,
Parenting, Experiential Learning,
Cyber Crime, Stress Management,
Women empowerment, Girl Save girl
Child. She has travelled extensively

all over the globe understanding
various curricula across different
schools all across various nations for
the same. She has proudly been
invited as a speaker at many events.
She is currently the Principal of
Arunodaya Public School and was the
founder Principal of Narayana eTechno School Kalyan Branch, from
the year 2016-2019. She is an
Inspiration and a motivational Leader
deeply loved by students and parent
fraternity.
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Arunodaya Public School is affiliated
to CBSE, Delhi. It is a well-equipped
School to ensure good educational
facilities to the students. With a
mission
to
nurture
holistic
development of the students, the
School aims at making learning, a
joyful experience for the child. It
seeks to fulfil the basic objectives of
learning to know, learning to do,
learning to live together and learning
to be and as the name indicates, the

students are prepared to face the
world confidently. The experienced
and well-trained Staff of Arunodaya
pay individual attention to the
students and care for their
intellectual, spiritual and emotional
growth. A unique feature of
Arunodaya is, its team of
professionals who train the students
develop their talents in co and
extracurricular activities. The innate
talents in children are identified and

special training is given to sharpen
them. Joining hands with various
non-profitable
organizations
Arunodaya conducts personality
development programs for its
parents and students. Arunodaya
also prepares them to face the global
challenges in education. We aim at
emerging as a world-class education
institution by satisfying the needs of
the expanding horizons of education.

Our Vision & Mission
APS strives to be a globally recognised centre of educational excellence whose students consistently exceed
expectations and are committed to address the needs of our world
APS is Unique
‘GLOBALLY FOCUSED, DISTINCTLY INDIAN’
At APS, we have a vision to be known as an institution which represents educational excellence in all aspects of our
operation. Our philosophy commits us fully to the notion of a holistic, rounded education, which cherishes the arts
and sports as well as academics essential to each student’s education. We are equally committed to teach our
students to have a moral commitment to make our world a better place as reflective, caring, knowledgeable and
principled people. Each child is special; each individual is important. We are and will always remain non-selective in
our admissions policy, confident that it is not intellectual ability alone that determines an individual’s worth or
contribution to the advancement of our world. At APS, we live the principles outlined in the Mission, Vision and
Values.
We Value:
 Integrity and responsibility
 Acceptance and appreciation of differences
 Care for self, each other, the community and the environment
Therefore, We Will:
 Develop positive attitudes and a sense of personal and social responsibility
 Build relationships within communities based on mutual respect, trust, acceptance and care
 Foster a community of learners who take responsibility for their choices and actions
 Maximise the learning opportunities for all students through the differentiation of programs and practices
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Current trends and changes:
A total revamping of the teacher training processes is required. A teacher no longer walks in with a chart paper and chalk piece
into the class!
Though the 7th Pay Commission has increased the pay structure of teachers considerably, we are still poor cousins to our peers in
the Corporate World. Considering that “corporate leaders “are honed by teachers, a change in attitude to the profession is
needed.
The emotional needs of students must be addressed rigorously at school. The vacuum created by the lack of joint families,
working parents and the competitiveness of the educational system must be filled in by the schools if we don’t want social media
to beat us to it!

Achievements:
Have established a school affiliated to
CBSE in rural TN. I have been
responsible for the entire operations
including interaction with architects,
supervision
of
the
building,
recruitment, admissions, interaction
with
support
organizations,
recruitment, CBSE, Board exams, etc.
I have participated in a study tour to
Finland to study i school education
system. Received an Award from Late
Dr. A P J Abdul Kalam for service to
rural areas in educational sector. Chairperson of Kanchi Cluster, a unit of the Chennai Sahodaya Schools Complex, 2018-20. I was
the master trainer for CBSE to train Principals on different modules. Also, Vidya Mandir Estancia has been recognised at a National
level by CSE and CII as a Green School and certifies us as such
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Charu Nautiyal
Principal, Dunnes Institute
Creative and Versatile Educator for the last 26 years. Being an Army wife, I have
travelled across the length and breadth of this country and taught in 8 states in
both CBSC and ICSE. I am a free-lance writer and my Articles have been published
by leading newspapers on Education and Social issues. I have written five plays of
which were well received by the audience during the Council inter school play
competition at Dehra Dun from 2005 till 2009.
Objective: I wish to create a system of Education which promotes Creativity,
Individuality and life skills. I am not in favor of my students following me, instead
be a guiding star where, even a little light helps them to find their own path.
Skills and Training
1. I have done Principal’s Strategic Leadership Course from IIM Ahmadabad in 2013
2. I have done Principal’s Future Turn Around Leadership Course from Harvard University Cambridge Boston USA
in 2016.
3. I am a member of Academic Board ATINER Athens Greece by invitation
4. I have been Reviewing International research papers on Education.
5. I have excellent writing and oratory skills.
6. I have been a Board Examiners both in CBSE and ICSE for Class X and XII.
7. I have taught both History, English and Political Science up to Class XII.
8. I have conducted a couple of workshops on Teaching techniques, Child Psychology and Education.
9. I was invited to be a Speaker an Education Excellence Seminar in Bangalore On 11th and 12th Nov 2011
9. I was invited to speak on Education leadership program at Lucknow on the 8th September 2014.
10. I headed the panel discussion on Inclusive Education at Shapurji Billioria Education Foundation.
10. Key note speaker for a couple of International conferences organized by Research World.
11. Inspector of schools for ICSE Board New Delhi.
Work Experience (Administrative)
1. I have been the Principal of Dunnes Institute since 3rd May 2010 till now.
2. I have been the Head of the Department of Social Science for over 10 years.
3. I have been a TGT and PGT in some of the best schools in the country.
Awards
1) Avantika Rajive Gandhi Excellence in Education Sep 2011 at Mumbai.
2) National Solidarity Council Mahila Ratan Gold medal Sep 2011 at New Delhi
3) International Institute Education and Management Excellence Award 2011, New Delhi
4) Pearson Education Excellence award 2013
5) Fellowship of city Montessori School Lucknow for noteworthy contribution in the field of Education for the
children with special needs in a mainstream School in September 2014
Achievement
I am proud to have started Education for special children in a main stream school without any technical know how or
where withal. The belief was born out of the fact that if we Educate a special child with normal children, their progress
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will be better vis some vis if he learns in a special school, where there is little inspiration to improve. The success in
turn has only inspired me to work with my team and embrace special children year after year.
Articles and Paper and Education Research
1. Attended and chaired The Mentor Education
Excellence conference in Bangalore in Nov 2011
2. Attended 10th Hawaiian International Conference
USA in January 2012 “Why Right to Education Act
Alone Cannot Solve the Existing Literacy and Socio
Economic Problems in India.”
3. Participated in Canada International Conference at
Guelph University Toronto in June 2012. With the
following presentation, Genesis of Teacher Taught
Relationship in India from Vedic Times till Present
day.
4. Attended and chaired one session at IJAS
conference at Harvard Medical School in May 2013
with the following presentation, “What Makes
Gandhi a Teacher’s Teacher, an Example worth Emulating?”
5. Travelled to Stockholm International School to learn more about Education system there in August 2014.
6. Visited Kip MacGrath Institute Perth for Education and Research.
7. Presented research work at Chicago International Conference in May 2015 Titled ‘From Darkness Lead Me
unto Light.’
8. Visited lake wood Primary and secondary school in North Carolina (USA) as observer in 2017.
9. Presented a research paper in Prague in Dec 2019 “The Joy of Reading the four Giants of English Literature.
10. Keynote speaker for three international conferences in New York, Boston and Washington in Aug 2019.
Notable Publications:
1. India at Cross roads (Published by Maharashtra Herald Pune India)
2. Of Education and Morality (Published by Maharashtra
Herald Pune India)
3. Rajdhani Train Accident and the Media (Published by The
Tribune Newspaper Chandigarh India)
4. “Why Right to Education Act Alone Cannot Solve existing
literacy and Socio Economic Problems in India” (Academic
Star Publishing Company, Journal of Modern Education
Review in January 2013 New-York).
5. What makes Gandhi a Teacher’s Teacher? (Published by
International journal of multidisciplinary thought.)
6. From Darkness Lead Me unto light online publication by
ICE 2015
7. Swachh Bharat Published by One India One people September 2016.
8. Language and Literature – The Joy of Reading the four Giants of English Literature published by International
Journal of Management and applied Science (IJMAS) 2017.
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Edtech Funding Snippets
Name of the Company Leverage Edu

Name of the Company Wizklub

Founded Year

2017

Founded Year

2018

Headquater

New Delhi

Headquater

Bengaluru

Segment

Competitive Exams

Segment

Skill Development

Funding Amount

US$6.5 Million

Funding Amount

US$825,000

Funding Round/Type

Series A Funding

Funding Round/Type

Seed Funding

Lead Investor

Tomorrow Funding

Lead Investor

Incubate Fund India

Business Model

B2B & B2C

Business Model

Both

K-12/H.Ed.

H.Ed.

K-12/H.Ed.

K-12

Name of the Company Eupheus Learning

Name of the Company Kutuki

Founded Year

2017

Founded Year

2019

Headquater

New Delhi

Headquater

Bengaluru

Segment

Curriculum

Segment

Pre-School App

Funding Amount

US$4.1 Million

Funding Amount

US$2.2 Million

Funding Round/Type

Series B Funding

Funding Round/Type

Seed Funding

Lead Investor

United Education Company (UEC)

Lead Investor

Omidyar Network India

Business Model

B2B

Business Model

Both

K-12/H.Ed.

K-12

K-12/H.Ed.

Pre K-12

Name of the Company Doubtbut

Name of the Company Filo

Founded Year

2016

Founded Year

2020

Headquater

Gurgaon

Headquater

New Delhi

Segment

Competitive Exams

Segment

Competitive Exams

Funding Amount

US$31 Million

Funding Amount

US$260K

Funding Round/Type

Series B Funding

Funding Round/Type

Pre-Seed Funding

Lead Investor

SIG and Lupa Systems

Lead Investor

Better Capital

Business Model

B2C

Business Model

B2C

K-12/H.Ed.

Both

K-12/H.Ed.

K-12

Name of the Company Newton School

Name of the Company Pariksha

Founded Year

2019

Founded Year

2015

Headquater

Bengaluru

Headquater

Pune

Segment

Placement

Segment

Competitive Exams

Funding Amount

US$5 Million

Funding Amount

US$2 Million

Funding Round/Type

Series A Funding

Funding Round/Type

Seed Funding

Lead Investor

RTP Global

Lead Investor

Bharat Inclusion Seed Fund

Business Model

B2C

Business Model

B2C

K-12/H.Ed.

K-12

K-12/H.Ed.

Both
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Introduction to Education Budget:
Education in India is delivered by government
schools (controlled and funded by three
levels: central, state and local) and private
schools. Under quite a few articles of the
Indian Constitution, free and compulsory
education is offered as a fundamental right to
children between the ages of 6 and 14. The
estimated ratio of public schools to nonpublic schools throughout India is 7:5. India
has made advancement in increasing the
achievement rate of primary education. In
2011, Roughly, 75% of the population, aged
between 7 and 10 years, was well-educated.
India's improved education system is usually
cited together of the most contributors to its
economic development. Much of the
progress, especially in education and
research project, has been credited to varied
public institutions. While enrolment in
education has increased steadily over the
past decade, reaching a Gross Enrollment
Ratio of 24% in 2013, there still remains a big
distance to catch up with tertiary education
enrolment levels of developed nations, a
challenge which will be necessary to beat so
as to still reap a demographic dividend from

India's comparatively young population.
According to the 2012 Annual Status of
Education Study (ASER), 96.5 percent of all
rural children aged 6 to 14 were enrolled in
school; this is the fourth year in a row that
enrolment has exceeded 96 percent. India
has maintained a mean enrolment ratio of
95% for college kids during this age bracket
from year 2007 to 2014. As an outcome the
amount of scholars within the age bracket 6-

14 who aren't enrolled in class has come right
down to 2.8% within the year school year
2018 (ASER 2018). Another report from 2013
stated that there have been 229 million
students enrolled in several accredited urban
and rural schools of India, from Class I to XII,
representing a rise of 23 lakh students over
2002 total enrolment, and a 19% increase in
girl's enrolment.

A well-prepared budget should contain three
key components namely: revenue plan,
expenditure framework and academic
strategy which may be a future plan. A budget
is significant to an educational organization in

the following ways; Budgeting guarantees
that actions are carried out conferring to a
budget strategy. When the school uses a
budget this ensures that programs are
implemented according to set plans and
objectives.
A
budget
ensures the achievement
of the school’s objectivesthe plans that required the
spending of money is
taken care of by the
budget.
The
budget
compels persons to planthe principal has to ensure
that they plan in order to
spend from the budget. A
budget
provides
a

framework for responsibility of accounting
and to establish a system of control.
Individuals such as the principal, the
superintendent, and the school board are
highly accountable for proper documentation
of expenditure. Persons need to spend
according the revenue available hence their
spending is controlled. Budgeting stimulates
employees to improve on the performanceaccountable persons will safeguard that
books are updated to reflect both revenue
and expenditure. On the opposite hand, the
principal will make sure that the simplest
measure is put in situ to gather money like
school fee and book rent. This money is
usually included in the projected revenue.

Schools depend on good solid budget plans
to survive the inevitable twists and turns that
the varsity year provides. Education Business
looks at why budget plans are only
worthwhile if schools know they're keeping
to them. Good financial management in
schools essentially comes right down to
maintaining knowledge of where money is

coming in and knowing where money goes
out. The average revenue balance across all
agency maintained schools was £120,000.
Additionally, 16,534 maintained schools held
a surplus revenue balance – translating to a
mean surplus in each school with a surplus of
£134,000. 5.4 per cent of faculties were in
deficit for the last school year (2014/15).

With the present financial pressures that
schools face with squeezed budgets and
deficits, budget monitoring is becoming an
increasingly important and effective element
of monetary good practice. Successful
budget monitoring reports provide the
required information about schools’
spending patterns that assist the schools’

Importance of Education Budget:
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management or finance staff to recognise
and supply realistic forecasts of year-end
under or overspends. There are two key
components of budget monitoring, one
leading smoothly into the opposite. With the
vast bulk of any school’s expenditure being
on staffing costs, it's important enough to

warrant its own process. This is payroll
reconciliation – otherwise referred to as
salary monitoring. A good salary monitor is
going to be a radical check back of expected
employee costs per month to actual
employee
costs.
The
remuneration
observing process will often not only identify

false
staffing
forecasts,
but
also
inappropriate payments to staff, creating a
‘win-win’ situation. It is important to notice
that any pending payments or corrections
identified within the salary monitoring stage
should be noted and used later.

Monitoring Indian Economy (CMIE), the
government spent nearly 17% of GDP in
2014-15, the highest level in
the previous ten years. In
Financial Year 2016, the
ministry spent 97.34 per cent of
the allocated amount, while it
marginally increased to 99.48
per cent in FY17. In FY18, the
Ministry of Human Resource
Development was capable
enough to spend more than its
budgetary allocation. The
ministry disbursed Rs 80,214.67 crore versus
Rs 79,685.95 crore assigned to them,

reporting a negligible increase of 0.66 per
cent. The ministry invested 98.37 percent of

Education Budget in India
The spending on education sector as a
percentage of GDP has reduced under the
Indian Government in the last 5 years. The
Ministry of Education, renamed as Ministry of
Human Resource Development, were unable
to spend over Rs 4 lakh crore made available
to them between 2014-15 to 2018-19,
deteriorating to meet budgetary objectives.
The percentage of GDP exhausted on
education has remained stagnant at around 3
per cent during the past few years. The
spending on social infrastructure like
education is a crucial indicator of the
commitment towards social development.
According to a study by the Centre for

the budgeted sum in FY19.
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About the Figure:
The above graph depicts the government
spending on K-12 sector and higher
education. It is the much obvious part that
government will spend more on K-12 than on
higher education because of multiple
reasons. Huge population size in K-12

segment and role of K-12 is more important
as it is the knowledge and base building
years of a student’s life. Government has
spent Rs 46,356 crore in K-12 sector during
the year 2017 and in the same year it has
spent Rs33,329 crores in higher education
sector. Coming to the year 2021, it has spent

Rs54,874 crores on K-12 and Rs38,350
crores. We have seen this downfall in K-12
sector, as compared to previous year, just
because of the increasing number of private
schools and they do not need any
government funds to manage themselves.

India’s Education Budget during last six years
The future of students is going to be “coded”
by digitisation, creativity and emotional
intelligence and that we got to make
sure that the education we offer our
youngsters is in sync with the changing
times. we'd like to acknowledge that
there exists an enormous gap in what
skills we aspire to impart and what we
are currently providing through the
Indian education system. we'd like to act
on this. The trend within the share of
union budget’s allocation towards
education within the past hasn’t been
chest-thumping. Between FY15 and
FY20, this percentage fell from 4.14
percent to 3.4 percent, placing India
third among BRICS countries in terms of
education spending. With OECD nations

having a mean 4.5% (as on 2018), we'd like to
develop structural reforms that guides us

therein direction. The Health and Education
Cess, (started by James Thomason, the
previous elected official of colonial India) of

4% of 2018, will have a multiplier effect as
long as it's used for the aim that it's been
earmarked and not transferred to the
Consolidated Fund of India or is
utilised to finance the deficit of the
Union Government. If the budget is
increased over the years in the
education sector it will assist more
than 9 million teachers directly along
with
improving
quality
of
employment. Other than increasing
the budget, a central body should be
established
to
monitor
and
systematically
analyse
the
performance of education institutes
across India, this will ensure spending
government money on the right decisions.
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About the graph
The above graph depicts the figure of
government’s expenditure on education
sector. In the financial year 2015-16
government nearly spent $13.6 billion on
education sector. In the year 2016-17 it went
down to $13 billion. The budget in 2016 was
decreased by an estimate of 5%. The thing
doesn’t just end here; in the FY17 we saw the
decrease in budget to $11.21 billion. Here
the budget was decreased by an estimate of
14% from the previous budget. Finally, in the
financial year 2018-19 we saw an increase
and government decided to spent $11.9
billion to the education sector. In the

financial year 2019-20 we again saw an
increment in the government expenditure
on education and this increment was around
5% from the previous budget. And in the
year 2020 government allotted a budget of
$13.15 billion and again this was increased
by an estimate of 5%. But the thing to look at
is, in the FY15 the government spending’s
were $13.6 billion and in FY20, it is $13.15
which is still less from what it was five years
ago. One of the reason for this maybe be the
shift of government schools to private
schools.

Comparison between India’s GDP, Total Budget and Education Budget
India’s public spending on education at
about 4% of gross domestic product (GDP) is
less than that of most middle-income and
low-income countries. However, when it
involves using the funds effectively, India
could also be a relative outperformer within
the developing world, a replacement

International Bank for Reconstruction and
Development study by Élisé Wendlassida
Miningou shows. In the year 2017 to 2018,
the GDP rose to $2.8 trillion from $2.6 trillion
in 2017. At the same time government’s
spending on education rose to 4.6% of GDP
in 2018 from 3.8% in 2017. Government is

further planning to increase the spending to
6% in the coming years. GDP is the total
value of goods and services produced within
the country and it is quite obvious that it will
increase every year as the quality of living is
improved.
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About the Graph
Above graph shows the comparison
between GDP, Total Budget and Education
Budget of India. The above graph depicts
figure from the financial year 2015-15 where
India was an economy of over $2 trillion. In
the same year India’s education budget was
$250 billion (approximately) compared to
education budget which was $13.6 billion.
This makes 5.4% of the total budget of India.

We may see some strange data from other
countries stat, which is discussed later in the
report. In the next year, the education
budget was dropped by 5% and we say the
same drop in the next financial year 2017-18.
After consecutive fall of government
spending on education, in financial year
2018-19 the budget was increased by nearly
5%-6% of the previous year’s budget. In the

year 2019-20 India has touched to $3 trillion
economy but on the other side India saw a
downfall in the education budget. We have
seen a rise in total budget but not adjacent
to the education budget. In our opinion,
giving education sector a top priority is the
need of the hour.

Education Budget in other Countries
We may see different stats from other countries when compared to India. This is because of many reasons, which may include standard of living,
number of more public schools in developed countries and better economy and growth rate. India is the second most populated country; this is
the major factor why India should spend huge on education sector. Poverty rate in countries like US, UK, Germany is very low, that’s why we
have seen these countries spending on education. If we look at the stats, China is the country that spends most on education and huge population
size is one of the reason. If we see at the government’s spending on per students, China may not come on the top, France top the charts at most
spending by government per student.
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About the Graph
The above graph depicts the education
budget of top countries. The countries put in
the data are on the basis of their education
level, Gross Domestic Product, Per Capita
Income, Standard of living, poverty rate and
government budget. The above data is from
the financial year 2018. United States of
America, which is known to be the most
developed country spent nearly $66.9 billion
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on education. This education budget of USA
was 15% lower than their previous education
spending. Next comes the country China,
which spends most among the listed
countries and it’s mainly because of the huge
population size. France has spent nearly $82
billion on their education department. On the
other hand, Japan is known for their different
education culture has spent $35.6 billion on

their education. From the above graph, we
can see that United Arab Emirates has spent
least on education and it is mainly because of
less number of schools and low population
size of the country. Overall we can say that
education of the country does not entirely
depend on the government budget but it
depends on the quality of services being
provided to the general public.
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Comparison between GDP, Total Budget and Education Budget in Top 5 Countries
A thought must be coming to everybody’s
mind that what is the comparison between
GDP and education? How are they related?
Why do utmost workforces with college
degrees earn so much more than those
without degrees? How does a country’s
education system relate to its fiscal
performance? Understanding how education
and training intersect with the economy will
aid in understanding why some jobs,
industries, and economies thrive while others
struggle. Countries and markets must
compete with one another as a result of
globalisation and international trade.
Economically successful countries will hold
competitive and comparative advantages
over other economies, though one country

rarely
focuses on a
specific
industry. A
usual
developed
country will
include
multiple
industries
with
different
competitive
advantages and drawbacks within the
universal marketplace. The education and
training of a country's workforce may be a
major think about determining how well the

country's economy will perform. Here, in the
graph we will compare some leading
country’s economic growth and education.
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About the Graph
In the above graph, we have shown relationship between country’s GDP. Total budget and education budget. United States of America is among
the top in terms of GDP as it is a $20 trillion economy and has spent around $67 billion on education sector. Next comes China, which has spent
the most on education because of the population size. It is really sad to see that India is not included in the list of countries with top spending.
The above statistics belong to the financial year 2018-19 and are in billion dollars. Japan spends $36 from its GDP and on the other hand France
has spent $82 billion while contributing $2.9 trillion towards GDP. At the end but not the least, UK has spent $92 billion on its education while
contributing $2.93 to its GDP.

Education & Edtech in Tier 1 & Tier 2 cities
Globally, the Indian Education sector is
amongst the largest, with an in depth
network of quite 1.4 million schools (with
over 200 million students enrolled) and quite
850 universities and 40,000 education
institutes and is expanding rapidly in light of
rising income levels and growing demand for
quality education within the country.
Further, India also has the world’s largest
population within the age group 3 to 23
years which highlights the massive
addressable marketplace for this sector. The
proportion of scholars enrolled with the
government school stands highest at each
level compared to the private schools (both
aided and unaided), on account of higher

reach of government schools to faraway
areas of the country. Next to the
government schools, the enrolment at
private unaided schools has also been
catching up especially within the metros and
tier – I and II cities due to the availability of
better infrastructure facility. The Net
Enrolment Ratio (NER) of the Indian children
in K-12 segment still remains less than other
developed nations of the planet, which has
resulted during a higher illiteracy rate in the
country. When we talk about online
education, Byju’s, an Indian edtech company
has reached its valuation of over $8 billion.
The valuation on Byju’s is more than 60% of
the education expenditure of government in

financial year 2019-20. And when we go to
the facts, more than 90% of Byju’s revenue
comes from Tier 2 and Tier 3 cities. Even
other edtech giants, Vedantu, Unacademy,
Meritnation etc. earn most of their revenue
from Tier 2 and Tier 3 cities. If we compare
level of education among Tier 1 and Tier 2
cities, Tier 1 cities are having more number
of private schools than Tier 2&3. And reach
of online education and edtech is reaching to
Tier 2&3 cities at a rapid speed. This will help
to improve the quality of education and that
will eventually benefit them to improve
standard of living.

whole India’s economy to US economy, it will
not be an unbiased ground because India is
an agricultural country. A huge part of
population is deployed in agriculture which
lowers the education standard and standard
of living. India nearly spends just 4% of its
GDP on education but after going through
many reports and our analysis we consider
that only size of government’s spending on
education doesn’t matter. It also depends on

the mentality of people, standard of living
they want to establish. More than this, India
is a country where there are huge number of
private schools that are not managed by the
government, which is one of the major
reason of government’s low spending on
education. We hope that in future we would
see India flourishing in education sector as
well as boosting its economy and taking it to
the world’s leading economy.

Conclusion
In the first part of the report we
understood what government
budget and education budget
is. How it is prepared and what
is the importance of education
budget.
Later
we
saw
comparison between K-12
education
and
higher
education. Then we saw India’s
education budget over the past
five-six years. We saw that we
cannot see any positive CAGR,
in fact the government
spending showed decrease in
few years. After looking at the allocation of
budget in other countries like US, UK,
Germany, France etc. we question ourselves
to get to the conclusion. It is basically due to
huge population size. But if we compare
GDP, Per capita and education spending of
Tier 1 cities of India like Delhi NCR, Mumbai
Bangalore, Hyderabad etc. we may not see a
drastic change in the comparison with
developed nation. Because if we compare
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Top Edtech Software & Apps that are changing the way students study
Software or computer/mobile applications
that are developed with a motive to improve
current or ongoing learning methods are
known as ‘Educational Software’. Educational
Software can be of many types and can be
used to solve different day to day issues like
classroom management software, reference
software to even language and subject-

specific software. The software is helping the
school management as well as the students in
various ways like making their course
material more interactive and easier to learn.
The basic purpose of developing and
introducing these applications and softwares
is to improve the overall efficiency of the
education organization.

History
Computer softwares for the use of training
and education purposes started in the early
1940s. One of the earliest use of such
softwares for training purpose was when
some American researchers developed
stimulators for flight by using analog
computers which then generated onboard
data. Traces of such educational and training
softwares were found in the mid-1970’s
WWII era also. In 1963, with the guidance of
Patrick Suppes, IBM did a partnership project
with Stanford University's Institute for
Mathematical Studies in the Social Sciences
(IMSSS). The main goal of the partnership was
to develop the first comprehensive CAI
elementary school curriculum, the plan was
to use this curriculum on large scale in

schools in both California and Mississippi.
Now known as Pearson Education
Technologies, the Computer Curriculum
Corporation (CCC) was also established to
market various school related materials
which was developed via the IBM partnership
in 1967. One of the hurdles to these
educational softwares was the cost factor,

running over a cost of $10,000, which was out
of reach for most of the educational
institutions.
In
1975,
the
Altair
8800 revolutionized the field of software.
Prior to 1975, usage of softwares were mainly
dependent on university or government
owned computers, but now these computers
were easily assessiblt in homes and schools
and were available at less than $2000. The
1980s saw a huge and rapid growth in the
availability of personal computers which
included
Commodore
PET (1977), Commodore
VIC-20 (1980),
Commodore 64 (1982) and Apple II (1977).
This also helped the organizations developing
educational softwares.

List of Edtech Software & Applications:
1. Classplus
With a strong userbase of 70 Lakh+ students across India, Classplus’s
mission is to make every tutor in the country self-empowered via their
application and truly focus on teaching. Headquatered in Noida, Classplus
was founded in 2015 by Mukul Rustagi, Vatsal Rustagi, Bikash Dash, Nikhil
Goel and Bhaswat Agarwal. Classplus has revolutionized the way the afterschool tutoring works. The platform works in a way that tutors register on
their platform, create classes or batches, share it with students, add new
students and also assign subjective tests to the students. Till now,
classplus has raised a total amount of $14 Million in funding over the 7 rounds.

2. Doubtnut
One of the most innovative and tehnologically advanced application,
Doubtnut was founded by Tanushree Nagori and husband Aditya
Shankar, in 2016. Before that, from 2009, the couple was giving
offline mathematics and science classes to the students of class 9 to
12. The software works on image recognition technology where a
user can click the picture of the mathematical or science problem
they are facing, the app then extracts the image in text and try to find
its solution in Doubtnut’s huge database of pre-answered solutions and pre-recorded answers of the same. If the solution is not there in
Doubtnut’s database, the user is prompt to post the question on the online public platform, from where any available tutor online can
provide an online video solution of the query.
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3. Quizizz
With a userbase of more than 10 million students currently, the company was launched in 2015 by Ankit
Gupta and Deepak Joy Cheenath, and having its offices in Bangalore and Santa Monica, California. The app
is designed in such a way to keep the learning process fun and interactive, even in a remote learning
environment. The company currently operates on a freemium SaaS model, in which the user can access
all basic features of the application free of cost, whereas have to pay to unlock the premium features.
Quizizz also work with corporate clients like AWS, Discovery Network, Deloitte, and more.

4. Practically
Hyderabad based Practically, which was launched in April 2020, offers AI-based services, which provides Realtime attentiveness tracking in a virtual classroom setup to schools. Practically claims to have a regular userbase
of 3 Lakh+ students and a clientele of 130+ schools. Operating on a B2C as well as a B2B2C model, and its prime
target market are the students of classes 6-12 and their parents (B2C), and they also target teachers and the
school administration (B2B2C), for whom Practically offers free of cost services. The software has a
subscription based model for the parents of the school students starting from INR 1.3K to INR 3K per month.
During the lockdown period, the main source of Practically’s revenue is Andhra Pradesh and Telangana
markets. Practically is now expanding to the Middle East market, getting some large scale prominent schools,
and launching Practically Live classes for STEM subjects and coding.

5. Skillmatics
Founded in 2016, Mumbai-headquartered Skillmatics is an Ed-tech brand which develops
innovative educational products and games. The main goal of these products is to help
students build core skills which includes math and language to science and logic, through
systematic play. They are currently selling globally to 15+ countries through their own
website, various e-commerce marketplaces and via an international chain of 3000+ retail
stores. Their primary focus is on the North American market. Skillmatics is also the first Indian brand to be sold worldwide by Hamleys.
Skillmatics claims to have sold almost 3 million toys and games worldwide to date.

6. Clever Harvey
Clever Harvey launched India’s first exclusive 10-day online Junior MBA program on 6 April 2020. Clever Harvey was
established to help young school students from the age of 13-16 years to between the academic learning and the real
corporate world. Clever Harvey makes it possible for each student to learn critical thinking skills, commercial acumen, and
explore unlimited career opportunities in the future. The Junior CMO, Junior CEO, and Junior CTO are a few of the tracks available in this
ed-tech platform's Junior MBA programmes. They also plan to reveal more courses in the near future

7. Alolearning
The EdTech startup enables students to meet the challenges of the real world, with a fundamental philosophy of catering
to Indian parents' aspirations for holistic development and a successful career for their children. The platform aims to
close the gap between classroom learning and real-world application. The platform aims to close the gap between
classroom learning and real-world application. The EdTech startup uses an add-on curriculum to bring real-life
experiences and situations into the classroom for students to work on. This allows students to apply themselves to becoming innovative
problem solvers by creating a platform for them to do so.

8. Asmakam
This self-directed open learning space allows students to develop their own imagination. The platform, which is
set in a beautiful natural environment, is most important for students of parents who want their children to
learn about life. Students may discover the latent creativity by using a three-pronged method of communicating
through immersive interactions, sharing and not really competing, and developing.
Students may discover their latent talents by using a three-pronged method of communicating through
immersive interactions, sharing and not really competing, and developing. The startup is an excellent forum for encouraging students'
imagination and innovation.
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Aspee Nutan Academy
With the foresight of the Shri
Nutan Kelavani Mandal, under
the guidance of educationalists,
visionary leaders and community
builders, the need for a modern
education and a child friendly
learning environment was felt. Thus, the structure of Aspee Nutan Academy was designed in the year 2015.
Our Vision
Our vision is one where our children are educated through a collaborative effort among parents,
faculty, staff, students and the community. We aim to play a pivotal role in shaping the lives of
our young children and help them demonstrate:
1. A set of moral values- honesty, integrity and good judgement.
2. A complement of basic skills- linguistic, mathematical, scientific, artistic, physical and social.
3. An inquisitive mind with a deep rooted desire for knowledge.
4. Strong self-esteem and high personal expectation.
5. Tolerance and respect for others.
Our Mission
Aspee Nutan Academy believes that underpinning of change relies on the creation of a learning
community, where everyone has something to learn and something to teach. The mission of the school is to develop in each child
the love of learning and ability to nurture family members, friends and self, the ability to engage in critical thinking and to
demonstrate complete mastery of the academic building blocks which are necessary for a successful future.
From the desk of the Principal:
“Education is the key to success”
Keeping this in mind we at Aspee Nutan
Academy have formulated a system that
wesa creative and enriching experience
for the students. The myriad activities
and events carried on a daily basis paves
way for students to learn and grow. The
school has a robust of activities to keep
the wheel of learning constantly moving.
The students are kept in mind before
planning and execution. Initiative ideas
keep springing from the minds of the
youngenthusiastic learners, Ample of
opportunities through exclusive and

special events are given to the students.
Events like Swadeshi Mela, Eclectics’,
Litterae help kids to express themselves
and utilize their potentials to hone their
skills further to the optimum. Amazing
programs designed for the students to
gain experiences like the Reading
programme, RF21, LEAP are many more
aid learning through fun filled activities.
Aspee Nutan Academy aims at instilling
the following values as part of the core
education at the school. Education first:
Education is our primary focus. Many

more roles are played by a teacher with
whom the child spends most of his time.
The teachers at Aspee Nutan Academy
are selected after a rigorous selection
process. After selection they also
undergo timely trainings to enhance
their professional skills. Quality: The
focus at Aspee Nutan Academy is not on
mere quantity but quality work. Each
assignment assigned to students is
supervised by the teachers and they are
guided to bring out their best. The result
is best quality in every field of work.

Hard Work: Creating high quality work is not as easy as it sounds, but we are committed to make learning more interesting,
exciting as possible. However, we recognize and want parents and students to understand that while learning is not always easy,
it is fundamental.
Life Long learning: We recognize that learning does not begin or end at school. We want learners to learn skills that will allow
them to continue to direct their own learning. The essence of this is independence and self-reliance. Learning is never complete.
Our experience teaches us at various stages of our life. Nature nurtures us with opportunities to learn.
Love for learning: Children need to love learning as its own reward. We encourage students to focus on internal rewards and
motivations while providing an atmosphere filled with compassion and satisfaction with compliments, faith, love and
understanding.
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Role Models: The society sets high expectations from the students. We as staff, teachers are committed to serve as role models
for our students. We, thus, expect the behavior that is demonstrated by the teachers and staff as role models.
Continual Improvement: Every day marks a new beginning; just as each sunrise is a new opportunity for flowers to bloom, for
seeds to grow into a sapling and strength to face new hurdles of life. At Aspee Nutan Academy, we acknowledge and recognize
effort, celebrate the achievement of bench marks and milestones and strive to get better and better each day.
Inclusion: We have diverse students with special needs. Every flower in the classroom spreads his/ her fragrance in the garden of
learning. Different learners with special needs and talent frame the structure of the classroom.
The activity based learning is a part of students’ life now. However, we strive to achieve the highest results in the scholastic as
well as non-scholastic fields:
Academics: Year after year, the school aims at creating high performers. Having said so, there is no pressure on the children to
perform; the academically weaker students continually receive remedial support to better their academic result. With constant
support of the counselor, special educator and teachers the number of academically weaker students has drastically reduced.
Sports: At Aspee Nutan Academy, special emphasis is given on sports, as sport is seen as a necessary component for a full and allround education. We aim to create an awareness of the crucial importance of regular physical activity and fitness, teamwork and
a keen positive competitive spirit.
Students have been trained rigorously to win many accolades at the district, state and national level by practicing in various sports
events like javelin throw, fencing, skating, chess, carom, weight lifting, table tennis, discuss throw and shot put. The school band
comprising of girls as well as boys is under training that would discipline them and teach them many values.
THE CHILD-FRIENDLY ICSE MODEL
The ICSE syllabus has a distinct advantage over others. The ICSE
curriculum prepares the child for higher studies and competitive
exams. ICSE’s flexibility allows the students to opt for subjects of
his/her interest. It is very essential that we move with the times and
our decision to follow ICSE curriculum is one such step in this
direction.
The school follows the syllabus as prescribed by the ICSE council.
1. Concept based learning
2. Project based learning
3. Activity based learning
4. Child-centric learning
5. Flipped classroom learning
6. CAM and games method
7. Use of Math tool and kits for creating fun for mathematics
8. Encourages spirit of reflection and communication
9. Aims at making students more self-reliant and self- confident
10. Allows students to compete in the global arena
11. Trust and fair play
12. Minimum monitoring
13. Allows school to evolve its own niche
14. Catering to the needs of the students
15. Giving freedom to experiment with new ideas and practices
16. Diversity and plurality – the basic strength for evolution of ideas
17. School motivates pupils towards the cultivation of excellence in the Indian and Global experience, values – spiritual and cultural
and to have an Indian Ethos
18. Strong roots in the national psyche and be sensitive to national aspirants.
19. Personality development Modules
20. Life skills training
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EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES
The school has left its mark in various interschool events by participating and winning in elocution, dance, music, mono- acting,
science projects, essay writing, plays, teaching aids and others. The thrill of winning after the hard work cannot be expressed in
words.
Other Activities Include: Yoga, Aerobics, karate, music both western and Indian with music instruments are a part of the students’
time table.
Information Technology: Students are exposed to computers at the early age of kindergarten. The computer activities include
water fort, language lab, listening activities to enhance English language and various computer languages at secondary level.
Other activities that hold important place in the teaching learning strategies are:
Think Labs: Think labs activities provide hands-on experience of various science concepts and experiments in the classroom
environment. The students develop a scientific temper and are motivated to gather experience of scientific knowledge.
Open Door Education: Open Door Education helps the students of Aspee Nutan Academy to learn math and science content with
a focus on concepts and scientific thinking. The program is taken by students of Grade IV and V. They can master difficult concepts
with the help of assessments and remediation. It aims to produce quality scientists for nation building.
First In Math: First in math is to harness the power of digital gaming to build math skills. FIM practice reinforces a range of
proficiencies from addition to complex algebra. It is all about setting and achieving goals as well as a friendly competition
component which keeps students energized to sustain accelerated effort over time.
YLE: We have The English Advantage team which is affiliated to the British Council, coming to school every week to train children
for English. Functional grammar and communication skills are dealt with and the children also take the competitive examinations
by the British Council.
Language Enhancement: Apart from the external help, the teachers at Aspee Nutan Academy are competent enough and also
take language enhancement classes with the children every week.
Lessons in Dark: various social issues like bullying, environment and ecology, values like compassion and empathy are taught to
children via educational videos. These stories are seen in dark thus named so. The values are then discussed with the children.
Life Skills: Life skills sessions are an initiative born based on the need for the day. They are designed around awareness, selfdiscovery and self-improvement. The facilitator creates an atmosphere where the students may feel free, express, be heard, and
seek solutions.
Karadi Path: Karadi Path for pre-primary is a musical program which enhances language skills with Indian culture and folktales.
Other activities include: Furtados sound and music, Aerobics session by Dance academy, etc.
FACILITIES:
Counseling and guidance: our ceaseless work towards
inculcating excellence is complemented by the belief that each
child’s needs and abilities are different. Aspee Nutan Academy
intervenes for students who need support and remedial care.
Health check-up: in today’s world, health and safety are the
first priorities where children are concerned. At Aspee Nutan
Academy we have reliable arrangements for ensuring the wellbeing of all our children. The school has a tie-up with Ayaksha
Health Services, a company which provides integrated
approach towards health and safety in schools. The school has
a well-qualified nurse provided by Ayaksha Health Services who
is available during school hours to provide first-aid facilities in the
school. The school is well-equipped with a medical bed, a wheel chair, nebulizer, oxygen cylinder, etc.
Transportation: we have tie-up with dependable contractors who provide transport facilities to the students. The codes and
policies of transport is given at the time of admission. We have trained lady attendants to take care of the students on board.
Teacher Training: Aspee Nutan Academy whole heartedly acknowledges the role of teachers in shaping the institution. Careful
selection of trained teachers is followed by a strong development and support program.
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The Green Acres Academy
About the School and Founders:
The Acres Foundation is an educational think tank that brings
together the finest educators to chart out new pathways in
education. We leverage innovations in teaching from around
the world that have a solid basis in learning science, proven
efficacy in the classroom and substantiation from top academics from across the world,
to create the next generation of educational approaches that work for the Indian context.
The Acres Foundation is the team behind the highly acclaimed The Green Acres Academy,
Mumbai’s top emerging school, which has expanded to 3 campuses across Mumbai and
Pune. The Chembur campus has been operational for the last 6 years. The Founder, Mr.
Rohan Parikh, has a BSc in Economics from Wharton Business School, an MBA from
INSEAD, and has more than 10 years of experience in the Real Estate and Hospitality
industries. In 2013 Mr. Parikh entered the field of education by founding The Green Acres
Academy in Chembur, and simultaneously pursuing a Master’s degree in Education through Johns Hopkins University.
For details on all other board members and school teams, please see our website: https://tgaa.in/the-team/
Specializations:
At The Green Acres Academy, we have a team dedicated to research and
development who are responsible for identifying the latest teaching techniques
and methods and implementing them at our school. A few of the programs we
have implemented are Zearn, a personalized learning math program, a Citizenship
Program, LEAPED (Leadership, Ethics and Awareness of Personal & Emotional
Development). Through these programs our students become independent, global
citizens, ready to face challenges thrown up by the everchanging world. It helps
them become Changemakers.
Infrastructure
Our award-winning school buildings, developed with some of India’s finest
architects, are examples of environments that impact how students approach their
learning, and teachers their lessons. The buildings foster both greater
Rohan Parikh
collaboration, as well as greater independence, with intelligently designed spaces,
Managing Director
flooded with abundant natural light and air. The buildings are designed to ‘learn,
The Acres Foundation
teach and grow’ with the generations of students and teachers, to create an
environment that is not only conducive to learning
today, but can adapt to stay relevant decades from now.
Teaching methodology
At The Green Acres Academy, we believe in engaging in
active learning, where students are fully engaged with
the subjects rather than rote learning or passive
learning where students mainly memorize the subject
matter. Active learning allows students to develop a
deep and thorough understanding of any subject, be it
in mathematics, arts or biology.

Education India | March 2021

52

Institution’s Profile
Interactive sessions
No partnership makes a bigger difference to a child’s
education than that of teachers and parents, to ensure
the learning and values that a child receives at school are
reinforced at home. Workshops for parents are held
throughout the school session that cover topics like child
nutrition and health, child development, phonics, growth
mindset and even new ideas in parenting. We also have
Parent-Teacher-Associations, Parent-Teacher-Meetings,
and weekly updates are sent out via emailers or the
Seesaw app
Extracurricular activities
Students are provided with a well-rounded and holistic education. Students participate in 1 hour of physical activity
each day be it through sports, or through dance. We have dedicated rooms for dance, music and extracurricular
activities. Additionally, should the students excel in any of these activities, we also have an “Excellence Program” in
which they can further develop their talent.
Teacher Training Programs
Every staff member at The Green Acres Academy is highly trained. And we keep their knowledge at the cutting-edge
with a mandatory 25 days of training per teacher. Weekly staff meetings and regular assessments help them correct
any deficits. Regular workshops are conducted to ensure teachers and support staff stay updated with innovative
learning methods and tools.
Scholarship Program
At The Green Acres Academy, we support smart, talented
students who can reach their highest potential with the right
guidance and support. We believe that it is our responsibility as
a school to reach-out to promising students who lack financial
means, by providing them with the best facilities and support
system to help them reach their goals.
Currently we offer 2 types of scholarships:
1. Gujarati-speaking minority students: The objective is
to award this scholarship to the meritorious students
belonging to economically weaker sections of the
Gujarati community, which will enable them to pursue
quality education and gain national and international
exposure in academics, sports and other activities.
2. Merit-based scholarships for all students: This
scholarship is awarded to bright and talented students
who have achieved at international, national, state,
district or inter-school level competitions in
academics, music, art, craft, dance or sports, while at
the same time scoring well in academics.
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Greenlawns School
Greenlawns School, Warden Road is
a co-educational school. The School
is affiliated to the Indian Certificate
of School Examination Board based
in New Delhi. Upholding the Mission
Statement ‘Creating an institutional
culture of value-based growth and
excellence’, the aim of the school is
to train children to lead full and
useful lives, through liberal and
holistic education through a broad
curriculum.
Today
Greenlawns
School stands equipped with
classrooms with modern teaching

equipment, well qualified teachers
and is located in one of the most
prime locations in Mumbai. The
school has a cheerful and healthy
atmosphere. Its curriculum is up to
date and is designed as a preparation
for the ‘Indian Certificate of
Secondary
Education’
(I.C.S.E.)
Examinations conducted by the
Council for the Indian School
Certificate Examinations, New Delhi.
These
examinations
are
administered annually, in the tenth
year of the students’ high school

The School has three sections:
The Pre-Primary which has the
Playgroup, the
Nursery, the
Preparatory and the Kindergarten.
Each class has two teachers and a
maid assigned to it. The lessons are
planned on the basis of Multiple
Intelligences. Field trips are arranged
periodically, creativity is encouraged
and “hands-on” teaching and
learning is the methodology applied.
The Primary section covers Standard
1 to Standard 4. This Section marks a
transition between the Pre-Primary

years and the Secondary
School. The children in
this section do not give
formal
examinations.
Periodic assessments are
conducted to ensure
that
comprehensive
learning has taken place.
The Secondary Section is
made up of classes from Standard 5
to Standard 10. This section has Head
of Departments for the different
subjects who plan the syllabus with

Every child of the School participates
in the Annual Concert promoting
their skills and enhancing their selfconfidence. Motor development is
promoted through various activities
including football and volleyball
conducted during the Physical
Training periods. A special coach is
appointed to train the children. The
Sports Day is conducted annually. The
extra-curricular activities conducted
at school which are held during the
club time are Dramatics, Elocution,

Music, Dance, Handicraft, Art, Craft,
Chess, Sudoku, Creative Writing and
Life skills. The Interact club conducts
socially relevant activities. More than
20 competitions are held annually
between the houses and certificates
are awarded to the winners. A record
is maintained of the scores achieved
by each House and the House with
the highest score at the end of the
academic year is declared the
winning House. Students, too,
maintain an individual record of the
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tenure. The School has a computer
room, a well-equipped science
laboratory and a library for both,
reference and reading.

the teachers and monitor the work
being done. The Heads further
coordinate and report to the
Principal regarding the same.
activities that they have participated
in and the scores achieved. The
student with the highest score gets
the trophy for maximum participation
in co-curricular activities. Project trips
are held annually to provide with
hands-on learning opportunities in
the real world. The children are also
encouraged to actively participate in
inter school competitions for which
they toil very hard and bring laurels to
themselves as well as the school.
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The school has English as its medium Value Education, Indian Dance and Guests are
of instruction as well as the first Indian Music are the other subjects the parents
language taught academically. Hindi included in the curriculum. Students of
the
is taught as the Second language and of Std IX & X have to also undertake student
the child learns Marathi as the Third Socially Useful Productive Work who scores
Language which is taught upto (S.U.P.W.).
Students
doing the highest
Standard VIII. Environmental Studies exceptionally well in any of the percentage
is taught to Standard I and Standard subjects being taught are given at
the
II. Standard III and Standard IV have certificates at the end of the Board
Social Studies and Science. The academic year. We have a special
Project Method of teaching is used Award Ceremony on August 15 every Examination that year. Prizes are
while imparting information on the year, after the Flag hoisting given away in the following
subjects History, Geography and ceremony, for the students who take categories:
Science. Art, Craft, Physical Training, the ICSE Examination. The Chief
 The C.U. Shah Trophy awarded to the student securing the highest percentage at the ICSE examination.
 Mr. Lalit Gandhi Founder Trophy for the outstanding student of the year.
 Mrs. Minal Shah Gyan Karma Trophy for the student exhibiting strong values and social awareness.
 Certificates are given to all the students who secure 90% or above in all or any of the six subjects.
 Prizes are awarded to all the students securing 90% and above in three or more subjects.
Following are the elaborative events where children have participated which not
only makes the students grow academically but also holistic development is
emphasized:
1. MATHEMANIA: The inter school math exhibition was held in Greenlawns School.
About 22 ICSE schools from Mumbai and it’s suburbs participated showcasing
their innovative math projects. Ms Rashmi Dubey and Mr Kapadia were the
judges. They saw all the exhibits and declared Walsingham School the winner for
their innovative way of making basic geometry concepts easier through a light
and dance show. All three winning schools were awarded trophies. All the
participants were awarded participation certificates. The exhibition went off
smoothly under the able guidance of Ms Caroline Vaz.
2. The students of Std 9 were taken to Activity High School to see their Mathematics
and Science Exhibition. The concepts were displayed very well through their
projects. The children were confident and clear while presenting their projects.
3. Allure is an inter school personality contest hosted by the lnteract club of Green
lawns High. lt is a cultural extravaganza organized by standard 9 students with
the help of the Alumni. It endeavours to create leaders and build the self confidence of the students. It is a platform
where students can showcase their talents and shine.
4. Dance: We participated in following dance competitions: Turbulence, Campion School, Athena -N.L. Dalmia High
School, St. Mary’s School, Spectrum - Pawar Public School
a. Sports: We participated in following Sports competitions at Athena inter school for: Football, Inter School
Chess, Inter school YOGA
5. Also our school has been conducting Inter house chess competitions.
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Introduction
The process of learning through experience is known as
Experiential Learning. It is quite simply, learning by doing.
Experiential learning is known to be an active process, where the
learner is engaged throughout the process, rather than a passive
process where the learner is just a listener. In this process,
individuals are not taught, but are rather encouraged to work on
things, they are provided with guidance though out the learning
process. Experiential learning not only focuses on the learning the
activity by directly experiencing it, but also requires to reflect upon
the experience, contemplating about how a certain experience is
related to their academic curriculum, what that certain experience
has taught them and how they can apply it in their daily life.
Some most common examples of Experiential Learning Programs are:
1. Internships & Apprenticeships
2. Field work
3. Simulations and gaming/role-playing
4. Study abroad
5. Volunteering

"for the things we have to learn before we can do them, we learn by doing them"
- Nicomachean Ethics, Aristotle

History
The basic concept of learning through experiencing a particular activity is much
ancient that we know of. In 1970s, David A. Kolb worked on the
Experiences of John Dewey, Kurt Lewin, and Jean Piaget and developed the
modern theory of Experiential Learning. The author of The Fifth Discipline (1990),
Peter Senge, once said that ‘teaching is of utmost importance to motivate
people’.

Kolb's experiential learning model
Learning through experiences varies from individual to individual. One such
example can be visiting the zoo and learning about animal behaviour etc. through
observing and interacting freely with the zoo environment rather than reading about it in a book. This also helps an individual to make decisions,
perspectives and opinions about their discoveries and experiments himself rather than reading about others’ experiences. Also, when a student
gets opportunity for internship, and job-shadowing in his or her
area of interest, the opportunity can be considered as a great
factor for contribution in significantly improving the
understanding of the student in the real world environment.
Mr. David A. Kolb uses the example of learning to ride for
explaining the processes or cycle of the modern ‘Experiential
Learning’.
1. Concrete Experience
In this stage, the learner physically interacts with the bike as
in “here-and-how”. This level of experience is basically the
very first and one of the most crucial level of experience.
This level for the basis of further observation and reflection.
2. Reflective Observation
This level helps in developing reflective observation, i.e.
observing what exactly is working or failing in his or her
attempt. In this process.
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3. Abstract Conceptualization
The person also understands abstract conceptualization, i.e. he or she thinks of ways to improve while he rides the bike the next time and
doesn’t repeat the same mistake.
4. Active Experimentation
Every new plan to ride is informed by an alternating pattern of previous expertise, thought and reflection is named active experimentation.

Importance of Travelling for Experiential Learning in Schools:
1.

Better Grasping of Concepts
Learning from experiences can help grasp the concepts in
a better way than from day-to-day in-class learning. The
experiential learning concepts gives the students the
opportunity to learn and understand the concepts and
the apply those concepts in a better way.

2.

More Creativity in Students
Experiential Learning is known to be one of the best ways
to teach students how to solve problems in a more
creative way. When they have real world experiences and
see the content available for them to learn, they
understand that there are multiple ways one can solve a
problem rather than adopting a traditional approach to
the problem.

3.

A great opportunity to ‘Reflect’
When the students incorporate they methods they are learning in schools on the experiences they have during such experience
building exercises; they reflect on the process followed, the final outcome and the goal on the activity. Such reflection results in a
better engagement in more regions of their brain and makes stronger connection with the activity.

4.

Valuable Experiences
When a student is performing a specific task, he or she finds multiple ways to execute a task. They also find that some ways to execute
a task are much better than others. When they work on the task, and discard certain ways and find new and innovative ways to work
on the task, it becomes a valuable part of the learning and executing process. Students not only learn not to fear from their mistakes,
but also learn to value these mistakes and learn from them.

5.

Improved and Learning Attitudes
Experiential learning is meant to evoke optimistic feelings in students while also strengthening their awareness and skills. Students
who take an active role in the learning process can feel more comfortable with their progress.

Some organizations in India offering Experiential Learning Experiences through Travel:
1.

Adventure Education Tours (Mumbai) Pvt Ltd
Started in 1996, Adventure Education Tours (Mumbai) Pvt. Ltd. Has been known
as India's fastest growing Travel & Tour Company. As of today, they have done
their educational operations with more than 300 schools all over India and more
than 5,00,000 customers. Their Main Focus of Field Trips is to Ignite Ambitions,
Explore the Future, Hands on Experience, Real Life Experiences & Learning and
Reflection writing. Their portfolio contains International Tours including Student
Exchange Programs, USA & NASA Tours, CERN & Euro Space Camps, Cultural and
Language Tours, NSLC Short term career oriented summer courses. Domestic
Trips, Camps, Day Field Trips and Factory Visits & Educational Excursions and
special visits includes N.D.A., ISRO, Parliament House, Defence Academy, Port
Visit, Reserve Bank of India, Army Bunker and Cantonment, Artillery Museum and
Naval Aviation Museum, Science Centres, Airports.
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2.

Indian Odyssey
In 2005, Indian Odyssey was established with the intention of encouraging students to
apply textbook information in a real-world setting. Indian Odyssey has become
recognised as a one-of-a-kind platform that not only enables young students to think
beyond the box, but also creates a stir in the experiential learning environment. It also
has a track record of successfully conducting Field Trips all over the world and has
ushered in a new era in the world when it comes to co-curricular activities. Their goal
is to make the tours live up to clients’ expectations, while taking the pressure of the
logistics off. They use top notch tour educators who will use informal education techniques to make the trip a learning and fun
experience. The program is always tailored to the needs – Scholastic, Budgetary and others. Theor target audience is all schools,
colleges and universities. Whether you’re a professor, administrator or Head of Institute, they can help you plan a tour to fit the goals
of your institution.

3.

Sprouts Edutours
Sprouts Edu Tours, founded in 2015, is India's fastest-growing, one-of-a-kind educational tour company.
They also made outings more memorable for children by providing valuable programmes and
professionally planned itineraries. They currently have over 50 schools enrolled with them and are on the
verge of expanding. They want to deliver on their promises. Their goal is to introduce the idea of
"experimental learning" through custom-made programmes that are tailored to today's curriculum. They
want to deliver on their promises. Their goal is to introduce the idea of "experimental learning" through
custom-made programmes that are tailored to today's curriculum. With a philosophy that emphasises
learning outside of the classroom, their ambition is to become India's largest educational travel service.
We sometimes overlook the importance of keeping children's childlike innocence alive while preparing
them for the future in this intensely competitive environment. Sprouts agree that fun and learning go hand in hand, so they work hard
to fulfil their educational needs while still having a good time. Interactive sports, educational workshops, tournaments, and other
activities are planned for each tour to enhance the learning experience and hone a child's interpersonal skills. Their team is made up
of young enthusiasts who make sure that every child receives the one-on-one attention that they would otherwise miss out on in their
everyday learning, making the child feel at ease. They are more than a travel agent to your child; they are an extended family who
ensures they have the best facilities for an unforgettable outing.

4.

EdTerra Edventures Pvt. Ltd.
EdTerra is a first-of-its-kind initiative in India that uses a fun journey to integrate curriculumbased learning and instil essential life skills and values in students. It was launched in 2009. It
employs cutting-edge proprietary knowledge materials, interactive drills, experiments, and
immersive strategies to turn each stage of a student's journey into a portal to new possibilities.
EdTerra's dedication to quality starts with educational methodologies and spreads to every
aspect of journey design. Each EdTerra Edventure is meticulously crafted by a team of Indian and foreign curriculum development
experts, educators, subject experts, and psychologists. Students on EdTerra journeys have the ability to build professional-quality
media outputs (magazines, books, video documentaries, and so on) with the aid of EdTerra staff. This will be something they will enjoy
sharing with their family and friends, as well as something that schools will want to share. EdTerra has offices in Bengaluru, Chennai,
Kolkata, Mumbai, and Pune, as well as a headquarters in New Delhi. EdTerra has successfully planned and introduced domestic and
international educational journeys with a variety of schools in the past.

5.

Trailblazers Adventure Travel Pvt. Ltd.
Trailblazers Adventure Travel Pvt. Ltd. is an outdoor exploration company founded in
1994 and dedicated to changing the way we see the world through outdoor education.
Trailblazers is an excellent company to work with to help you realise your travel dreams,
thanks to our young but highly seasoned and qualified team of travel advisors, our
relationships with the best in the travel supply chain, and the inclusion of fun as a key
component of our programmes. We seek out unusual locations and build unforgettable
programmes that are difficult to avoid. People, places, art, culture, history, geography,
music, and food - all climaxing to leave you spellbound and begging for more, but it's
time to pack your belongings and write your own tale of exploration, wonder, and joy.
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World’s highest school is situated
in Phumachangtang, Tibet, at
the height of 5373 metres above
sea level

“Gaokao”,
a compulsory exam to be given by every
high school student in China, lasts for
about 9 hours across two days
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A School in Germany has been built to
look like a giant white cat, complete with
whiskers and circular windows for eyes

In Iraq, the books in the market remain
unattended in the street at night,
because the Iraqis say, “the reader
doesn’t steal and thief doesn’t read”
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The most expensive school in the world
is the institute “Le Rosey” in
Switzerland. It cost $ 87,000 in
tuition fees. The school has 400
students enrolled with 150 teachers

Bill Gates & Melinda Gates made a
website that provide free textbooks
for college students 100% legally.

Guatemalan Bottle School
A school in the Philippines is entirely
made up of recycled pop bottles
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In Iceland, Knitting is a part of the
syllabus. It does not really matter
if you are a boy or a girl, you have
to know how to knit
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UK based edtech startup Multiverse secured $44 million in a Series B funding round

Edtech Startup Multiverse, which is formerly
known as WhiteHat, founded by previous UK

Prime Minister Tony Blair’s eldest son &
Sophie Adelman, recently announced that it
has raised $44 million in a Series B funding
round. The funding round was led by General
Catalyst, which also highlights Google
Ventures, and includes SemperVirens,
Audacious Ventures, and Latitude. The
company mainly concentrates on three
primary sections that are: covering potential
beyond academics, giving job-concentrated
education by involved training programs and
the last one is supporting different groups of

youngsters to build social wealth and
powerful connections. Multiverse matches
capable individuals with occupations and
delivers world-class education in an extended
reach of skills in technology, management,
and digital. With the latest fundraised
amount, the edtech startup will extend over
the UK, with the ideas to build two hundred
jobs in 2021, and will start in New York this
month.

Chinese edtech startup Huohua Siwei bags $400 Million in a Series E financing round
Established in 2017, a Beijing-based edtech
startup, Huohua Siwei, offers online
programs on science and arithmetic for kids
between the age group 3 to 12 years old. It
has also given Chinese live streaming and
artificial intelligence programs in the last two
years recently announced that it has raised
$400 Million in a Series E funding round. The
latest financing round was led by Trustbridge
Partners. The edtech startup claims that it has
gained tens of thousands of enrolled users

across the market since it commenced its
global extension trials. As of October last
year, the startup stated it has
brought 85,000 daily students and
250,000 total users on its various
learning applications. The latest
capital comes at a time when
Huohua Siwei seeks to extend
beyond its key contributions of
online science and math programs by
expanding multi-disciplinary online

courses involving English and Chinese
language purchase.

UK-based digital learning platform Esme Learning Solutions secured $7.5 Million in a Series A funding round

Launched in 2019, digital learning platform
Esme Learning Solutions recently announced
that it has secured $7.5 Million in a Series A

funding round. The funding round was led by
Adit Ventures. The company applies an AIenabled digital learning system, and hold
dozens of online sessions from neuroscience
and cognitive to give a used collaborative
training experience. It is also delivered online
executive education in cooperation with
major universities. Esme Learning has
previously operated with various top-tier
universities. Its modern, six-week online
course contributions include Oxford Cyber

Security and Oxford Fintech Programme for
Business Leaders, with added university
associates and course contributions to be
declared during Q1 2021. The company will
also be starting online classes with MIT. With
the latest fundraised amount, the company
intends to expand across all aspects of its
services and further increase, its course
methodology and core AI technology.

Edtech Startup Wize bags $3 Million to improve the Online Learning Experience for Students

A fast-growing online education platform,
founded in 2017, Wize that offers course-
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specific video tutorials and exam-like practice
queries for high college, school, and
university students over North America,
recently announced that it has secured $3
million in a funding round. "The Wize
platform already has a history of
achievement in growing and giving excellent
course-tailored content, having served over
70,000 students over North America with
several programs available on-demand. We
assume this drive to stimulate as we maintain

our constant center on developing our
offering in a way that serves best for students
and parents," said Cyrus Moradian, CEO, and
Co-Founder of Wize. The latest fundraised
amount will be utilized to stimulate the
company's development across Canada and
into the U.S. and also to grow and start a new,
more spontaneous learning platform, and
stimulate an increase in content creation
across all grades.
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Chicago-based Edtech startup Upkey bags $2.6 million in a seed funding round

Upkey, a Chicago-based edtech startup that
gives free online educational sources to
students ranging from high-school to
university level. Through gamified modules,
the edtech startup mainly concentrates on
offering professional growth, easy, fun, and
available to everyone. Upkey recently

announced that it has raised $2.6
Million in a seed funding round
from S3 Ventures, and signed
Southern
New
Hampshire
University, Purdue University, and
The Guardian Life Insurance Company of
America as a client of its platform that
supports changing students into confident
professionals. "There has never been an
efficient and remote professional growth
service concentrated on helping students
from underrepresented associations and

schools. The product's viral extension in such
a short time has highlighted a notable break
in the market. We are delighted to partner
with Upkey to fuel their succeeding stage of
extension," stated Charlie Plauche, partner at
S3 Ventures. The latest fundraised amount
will be used to expand and scale-up Upkey's
services to assist more students and give
companies way to a bigger pipeline of
different talent. As part of this development,
Upkey intends to start a second office in
Texas, Austin.

Singapore-based edtech startup Cialfo extends Series A funding to US$15 Million
Cialfo, a Singapore-based edtech startup,
which gives a variety of web and mobile
solutions on the student and k-12 side
students including AI-powered college
research, application management tools, and
the capability to use straight to thousands of
higher learning possibilities worldwide, Cialfo
recently announced that it has increased its
Series A financing round to US$15 million.
The Vulcan Capital and SIG and, along with
the new backers i.e., Bisk Ventures and

January Capital led the
extended funding round. "A
delay in global travel has
upended
education
completely, demanding high
schools and universities to join
current and potential students virtually. The
adoption of technology-driven education
solutions is growing at an unusual rate and
we have a key role to work in stimulating the
student recruitment process from physical to

virtual channels," said Co-founder and CEO
Rohan Pasari. The edtech startup will use the
latest fundraised amount to target a higher
number of K-12 schools in preference
markets.

US-headquartered Gamified Edtech Startup SplashLearn secured $18 Million in a Series C funding round

Founded in 2010, SplashLearn gives gamified
curriculum-aligned maths learning courses in
four main markets i.e., the US, UK, Australia,
and Canada. SplashLearn recently announced
that it has raised $18 Million in a Series C

funding
round. The
funding
round
was
led by San
Francisco
based venture capital firm Owl Ventures,
along with the support from Accel Partners.
“We envision a world where every kid would
study, fearlessly. The games within the
curriculum intend to move the present story

around education, turning it into an event
that increases the child’s eagerness to study
by making learning itself worthwhile for every
kid. Thus decreasing their fear of failure, and
building what we like to call fearless
learners,” said SplashLearning's CEO and Cofounder Arpit Jain. With the latest fundraised
amount, the company intends to scale up its
latest personalized education product to sign
up more parents and get more educators
included.

Canada-based teaching platform Top Hat Raises $130 Million in a Series E funding round

Top Hat, a tech-first higher education
teaching platform connecting interactive
textbooks, assignments, speech slides, and
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tests helping student
education before, during,
and after session, recently
announced that it has
raised $130 million in a
Series E funding round.
The
existing
backer
Georgian led the new round of financing.
Millions of learners from 750 leading North
American colleges and universities use the

Top Hat platform to educate and engage with
learners before, during, and after class, in
both face to face and online training. With
the latest fundraised amount, the active
learning courseware platform aims to
increase over the $10B North American
higher-ed courseware industry and to fast
track the business and purchase activities
with established publishers to build a
pleasant and efficient course experience.
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New York-based Codecademy bags $40M in a Series D funding round

Founded in 2011, Codecademy, the online
learning platform training the world to code,
recently made an announcement that it has
raised $40 Million in a Series D funding
amount. The latest fundraised amount was
led by Owl Ventures along with the support
from Union Square Ventures and Prosus.

Since it was established, Codecademy has
been a leader in online coding learning,
serving above 50M students from 190+
nations with open in-demand technical
abilities to develop their careers and
resources. The edtech has been cash-flow
positive for above two years and has
consistently expanded in new users and
profits. "We have aggressive intentions to
support hundreds of millions of souls access
our learning platform and open the abilities
they require to start better times. While we
have seen great progress on our own, we are

thrilled to stimulate our extension even more
by partnering with Owl Ventures, whose
unique experience and expertise in edtech
will support us exceed our intentions and
make Codecademy the premier technical
learning platform for users and businesses
globally," said Zach Sims, CEO, and Cofounder of Codecademy. With the latest
fundraised amount Codeacademy will
accelerate its DTC and B2B extensions,
including new services and learning solutions,
expanded curriculum, and a vaster footstep
in developing global businesses like India.

Singapore-based ErudiFi bags $5 Million in a Series A funding round
Founded
in
2017, with a
mission-driven
technology
company
centered
on
delivering
education affordable in Southeast Asia,
recently
the
company
made
an
announcement that it has secured $5 million

in a Series A round of funding. The latest
funding round was led by Qualgro and Monk's
Hill Ventures. "We are humbled and praised
to partner with Monk's Hill Ventures and
Qualgro on our purpose to create education
affordable and build an intergenerational
impression for millions over Southeast Asia.
Currently, almost two-thirds of Indonesian
and Filipino kids are helpless to register in
higher education because of the shortage of

affordable funding. We are delighted to
promote our purpose of increasing access to
good education in the region, and further
create a greater tomorrow,” said Naga Tan,
Chief Executive and Co-Founder, ErudiFi.
With the latest fundraised amount, the
company would hire over engineering and
product, operations and marketing, data
functions and business development
professionals.

Miami edtech startup Nearpod acquired by Renaissance Learning
Nearpod, an edtech startup based in Miami,
founded in 2012 that gives an edtech
platform to K-12 educators in the classroom
to build interactive slides loaded with
videos, questions, tests, and other activities.
Students can utilize any medium to engage
in the teachings in real-time; there is a
student-paced training mode as well.
Officials recently announced that Nearpod is
being acquired by Renaissance Holding Corp.,
a group that promotes education technology.

“We (Renaissance) were seeing to unite more
with education delivery and academic

engagement in the classroom and Nearpod
has fantastically done that,” said Brekhus, a
former edtech founder. As the pandemic has
raised many issues around remote work,
under the guidance of Carrera, Nearpod has
seen volat ile extension in 2020. While
Nearpod was originally created to be used in
the classroom, the company was ready to
turn it into a remote-education platform, too,
making it a pioneer in K-12 distance
education.

London-based Digital Learning platform FourthRev secured £2.3 million in its seed funding round
Fourthrev,
founded in
2019 builds
world-class
online
learning
programs
that lead to
qualifications

from

leading

universities,
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certifications from the world's best
technology companies. It provides programs
that concentrate on professional and
interchangeable abilities across areas like
Development, Operation and Software
Development, Data Analytics, and Cloud
Architecture. FourthRev recently announced
that it has raised £2.3 million in a seed round
of funding. “We hope that with this venture,
we will be capable to create on our unusual

global partnerships and our world-class
online learning practices, to open the
possibilities which a digital economy allows
society and address this increasing difficulty
of our time,” said Jack Hylands, Co-founder of
FourthRev. The company would use the latest
fundraised amount to more advance
FourthRev’s online learning platform and
increase the global team size – at present 35strong, over the UK, US and Australia.
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EduTech launched by AvePoint to enhance higher education technology

One of the largest Microsoft 365 data
management solutions “AvePoint” has
announced its universal launch of AvePoint
EduTech. The company is based in Singapore

and provides holistic SaaS based
education management system,
which is directly incorporated with
Microsoft 365. The Edutech platform
contains
three
complimentary
solutions, curricula, examena, and
vitae. Curricula helps students to
learn anytime, anywhere and on ay
device, examena is an exam
management solution that helps to conduct
fair evaluation and prevents students from
cheating in the examination. "Higher
education deserves better technology

solutions. Exam solutions are simplistic;
learning management solutions lack strong
mobile-first,
online
collaboration
functionality; and universities have been
forced to patch together numerous disparate
marketing tools to execute what should be
simple student and alumni communication
related tasks," said Dr. Tianyi Jiang, CEO and
co-founder, AvePoint. Recently, the company
also raised $11 million in a funding round
from renowned Singapore investors, which
they will use for further expansion and to
enhance their product quality.

London-based Knowledge Hacks App Uptime secure $16 Million in a Seed funding round
Founded in 2018, Uptime is a free, nextgeneration edtech application that offers
five-minute learning hacks from the world’s
most helpful books, documentaries, and
courses utilizing a mixture of AI and Human
Curation. Uptime recently announced that it
has raised $16 million in a seed funding
round. The latest funding comes from
Uptime’s Founders that are serial
entrepreneurs Jamie True and Jack Bekhor.
“The global edtech market was estimated at

over $89 billion last year, with
people contributing hundreds of
dollars on online education,
growing up their soft abilities and
viewing documentaries. It’s a
tremendous possibility for educational
content producers but for clients, it leads to
knowledge overload and it can be
troublesome to cut through and find the
property in what seems like an oversaturated
market," said Uptime’s Patrick Walker. With

the latest fundraised amount, the company
plans to utilize the funds to approach new
readers, increase product growth and
upscaling the content library.

Newsela, a New York based edtech startup raises $100 million in a funding round

Edtech company “Newsela” founded in 2013
and based in New York has raised $100 million
in a Series D funding round. With this
successful completion of funding, the
company has entered into unicorn league.
This means that now the company has

reached to the valuation of $1
billion. The edtech unicorn
provides K-12 learning material
based on a SaaS platform. Newsela
provides a platform to third party study
material providers, where they can offer
learning material to K-12 students at different
prices. According to the management of the
company, if the company is on the right track,
soon this technology can replace the physical

text books. The average cost, which a student
will bear for having access to study material is
between $6 to $14 per student, per year. The
company is estimating that there will be more
than 11 million active students on its platform
by the end of 2021. The raised funding will be
used by the company to enhance their
product and make it more user friendly for
their customers.

AdmitHub raises $16 million in a funding round by Rethink Education
Boston based edtech company “AdmitHub”
has raised $16 million in Series B funding
round. The funding round was led by Rethink
Education along with other investors. The
edtech company provides one to one hand
holding support to the students through its AI
based messaging platform. It is the first AI
based mobile messaging platform developed
by the company, which is specially aimed to
assist higher education segment. "Empathetic
communication must be a linchpin of any
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university's
strategy
to
expand access
and
support
retention -- particularly in such uncertain
times, AdmitHub has been an invaluable part
of Wayne State's successful effort to increase
enrollment among Black and Latinx students,
contributing to our largest-ever incoming
freshman class even amidst the COVID-19
pandemic," said, Dawn Medley, Associate

Vice President of Enrollment Management at
Wayne State University. The edtech company
AdmitHub would use the raised funds to
streamline their routine tasks and expand
their operations in other parts of the country
with the aim to achieve more and more
student user base.
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AI in Education
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one of largest dedicated sector specific community followership in India i.e. 57,000+ followers across our leading social media
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